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Introduction:

Introduction to Political Science is a two (3) credit unit course for undergraduate students

in Public Policy and Administration, faculty of management and social sciences. The

materials here have been developed to meet Core Curriculum Minimum Academic

Standards (CCMAS) and global standards. This course guide provides you with an

overview of the courses. It also acquaints you with relevant information on the organisation

and requirements of the course.

Course Description:
This dynamic and comprehensive course is designed to equip students with a deep

understanding of the fundamental principles and concepts within the realm of political

science. Throughout this engaging journey, you will embark on a thought-provoking

exploration, enabling you to identify and grasp key conceptions such as politics, power,

authority, and influence and analyse their interconnectedness. You will critically assess the

diverse nature, forms, and characters of politics across different societies and periods

while delving into the contributions of influential scholars in this field. Furthermore, you will

differentiate between the academic study of political science and the practical art of

politics. Through rigorous inquiry, you will comprehend the intricate relationships among

various political science concepts and their connections to other academic disciplines.

Through the course end, you will have the skills to conduct political research, analyse

global politics, engage in ethical debates, and apply your knowledge to current events,

making you a well-informed and critical thinker in politics and governance.

Learning Outcomes for Participants:
On successful completion of this module, students will be able to: 

● Analyse the historical evolution of political systems and ideologies across different

regions and time periods.

● Critically evaluate the role of political institutions in shaping governance and

policy-making processes.

● Investigate the impact of political ideologies and theories on real-world political

events and decision-making.
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● Demonstrate the ability to conduct basic political research, including data collection,

analysis, and interpretation.

● Examine the role of political parties and interest groups in the political process and

their influence on policy outcomes.

● Explore the dynamics of international relations and global politics, including key

actors, conflicts, and cooperation.

● Discuss the ethical and moral dimensions of political decision-making and policy

choices.

● Evaluate the challenges and opportunities presented by contemporary political

issues, such as globalisation, climate change, and human rights.

● Engage in critical discussions and debates on political topics, demonstrating

effective communication and argumentation skills.

● Apply concepts from political science to analyse and interpret current events and

political developments.

Course Assessment:
At the conclusion of each module in this 'Introduction to Political Science' course, students

will undergo a comprehensive assessment to gauge their mastery of the covered material.

These assessments are designed to measure their ability to identify and explain key

political science concepts, critically analyse real-world political events and theories, and

effectively communicate their insights. Assessments may include written essays, research

projects, quizzes, and class discussions, all tailored to the specified module's content.

Additionally, students will be encouraged to apply their learning to contemporary political

issues and debates, fostering a deeper understanding of the subject matter. By the end of

each module, students will not only have acquired a solid foundation in political science

but will also have honed their research, critical thinking, and communication skills,

preparing them for success in subsequent modules and in their broader academic and

professional endeavours.

Tutor-Marked Assignments (TMAs)
You will have to submit a specified number of the (TMAs). Every unit in this course has a

Tutor-Marked Assignment. You will be assessed on four of them but the best three
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performances from the (TMAs) will be used for computing your 40%. When you have

completed each assignment, send it together with a Tutor Marked Assignment form, to

your Tutor. Make sure each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline for

submissions. If for any reason, you cannot complete your work on time, contact your tutor

for a discussion on the possibility of an extension. Extensions will not be granted after the

due date unless under exceptional circumstances.

Course Overview:
Welcome to an exciting journey in the world of politics and governance. In this dynamic

and comprehensive course, we will equip you with a deep understanding of fundamental

principles and concepts within the realm of political science.

Throughout this engaging journey, you'll embark on a thought-provoking exploration,

enabling you to identify and grasp key conceptions such as politics, power, authority, and

influence.

Along the way, we'll introduce you to influential scholars who've shaped the field of political

science, providing valuable insights into their contributions.

But this course isn't just about theory. We'll differentiate between the academic study of

political science and the practical art of politics.

Our journey will take us into the intricate dynamics of international relations and global

politics. You'll analyse key actors, conflicts, and cooperation on the world stage.

As you progress, you'll apply concepts from political science to analyse and interpret

current events and political developments, making you a well-informed and critical thinker

in the realm of politics and governance.

By the end of this journey, you'll emerge with the knowledge and skills to navigate the

complexities of the political world, equipped to contribute meaningfully to our ever-evolving

global society.

Let's embark on this exciting adventure in political science.

Come on! Let's get started.!!!!
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1. STUDY UNIT 1:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Introduction to Political Science

1.1. Getting Started

Welcome to "Introduction to Political Science," a fascinating journey into the world of politics

tailored for you, our Nigerian audience! Did you know that Nigeria is not only the most

populous country in Africa but also one of the most politically dynamic? Here are some

intriguing facts to pique your interest:

Did you know that:

● Nigeria boasts a multi-party democracy with over 60 registered political parties, making

its political landscape vibrant and diverse.

● Political Powerhouses: Nigeria is not just influential on the African continent; it plays a

significant role in international politics. As one of the founding members of the African

Union (AU) and the United Nations (UN), it actively participates in global

decision-making.

Historical Significance: Explore Nigeria's rich political history, from pre-colonial

kingdoms and empires to the struggle for independence and the eventual

establishment of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

● Ethnic Diversity: Nigeria is home to over 250 ethnic groups, each with its unique

political dynamics. Understanding these complexities is crucial to grasping the

country's political landscape.
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1.2. Introduction

Welcome to the captivating realm of "Introduction to Political Science." In this enlightening

journey, we will unravel the intricate tapestry of politics, power, and governance that shapes

our world.

Political science is the study of how societies organise themselves, make decisions, and

exercise authority. It's a discipline that explores the heart of human interaction, governance

structures, and the forces that drive change. Whether you're intrigued by the mechanics of

government, the dynamics of international relations, or the philosophical underpinnings of

political thought, this course is your gateway.

Throughout our exploration, we'll delve into the core principles of political science, from

understanding the foundations of political theory to examining the practical applications of

these ideas in the real world. By the end of this journey, you'll have a solid foundation to

navigate the complexities of political systems and contribute to informed discussions on the

pressing issues of our time.

Prepare to embark on a thought-provoking adventure that will transform you into a more

engaged and informed citizen. Welcome to "Introduction to Political Science"!

1.3. Defining political science

  
Political Science is the systematic study of politics, power, governance, and the behaviour of

individuals and institutions within societies. As a foundational field within the social sciences,
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political science seeks to understand the complexities of human interaction and

decision-making, particularly in the realm of governance. This explanation aims to provide a

comprehensive overview of the definition of political science, drawing from key texts and

academic references to offer a thorough understanding.

Political science, often referred to as "politics" or "government," is a discipline that seeks to

analyse, explain, and predict political phenomena. At its core, it investigates how political

systems operate, how power is distributed and exercised, and how public policies are

formulated and implemented. Political scientists employ a range of methodologies, including

historical analysis, comparative studies, and quantitative research, to uncover patterns and

relationships in political behaviour and institutions.

Key Concepts within Political Science

● Political Power: At the heart of political science lies the concept of power—the ability

to influence or control the behaviour of others. Political scientists examine how power is

acquired, distributed, and exercised within societies.

● Governance and Institutions: Political institutions, such as governments, legislatures,

and bureaucracies, are central to political science. Understanding their structures and

functions is crucial for analysing political systems.

● Political Behaviour: This encompasses the study of how individuals and groups make

political decisions, including voting behaviour, public opinion, and political participation.

● Political Theory and Ideology: Political science delves into the philosophical

foundations of politics, exploring ideologies such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism,

and feminism.

● Public Policy: The analysis of public policies and their impact on society is a

significant aspect of political science. This includes assessing policy formulation,

implementation, and evaluation.

In summary, political science is a multidisciplinary field that encompasses the study of politics,

power, governance, and human behaviour within societies. By examining key texts and
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references and delving into core concepts, students in their first year at the university level

can begin to grasp the breadth and depth of this influential discipline. As they progress, they

will develop a deeper understanding of how political systems function, how policies are

shaped, and how they can contribute to informed discussions on political issues.

1.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Answer the following questions carefully:
Question 1-5

1. What is the primary focus of political science?

A) The study of plants and animals

B) The analysis of political phenomena and governance

C) The study of the Earth's geological processes

D) The exploration of the human psyche

 2. Which of the following is not a key concept within political science?

 A) Political power

 B) Governance and institutions

 C) Economic theory

 D) Political behaviour

Fill in the Gaps:

 3. Political science seeks to analyse, explain, and predict _________ phenomena,

including how power is distributed and exercised within societies.

 4. ________ and ________ are central to political science, encompassing the

structures and functions of governments and other political entities.

Essay

5. In your own words, define the concept of "political power" and provide an example of how it

operates within a specific political context.
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1.4. Historical context of political science

To comprehend the contemporary field of political science, it is essential to explore its

historical context. This explanation delves into the definition of the historical context of political

science, providing a foundation for understanding how this discipline has evolved over

centuries.

The historical context of political science refers to the foundations, origins, and development

of the discipline over time. It entails an exploration of the political thought, theories, and

practices that have shaped political science as we know it today.

Political science's historical context can be traced back to ancient civilizations, particularly in

Greece and Rome. In ancient Greece, philosophers like Plato and Aristotle laid the

groundwork for political thought by examining the nature of justice, governance, and the ideal

state. Their works, such as Plato's "The Republic" and Aristotle's "Politics," continue to

influence political science discussions.

The Roman Republic, characterised by the development of institutions like the Senate,

contributed to early ideas of governance and law. Cicero's political writings, particularly his

"De Re Publica" and "De Legibus," provided insights into the functioning of the Roman state.

The Middle Ages witnessed the integration of religious and philosophical ideas into political

discourse, as seen in the works of St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas. These theologians

explored the moral and ethical dimensions of governance, bridging the gap between religious

doctrine and political practice.
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The Enlightenment era of the 17th and 18th centuries marked a significant shift in political

thought. Thinkers like John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Montesquieu emphasised

concepts such as natural rights, social contracts, and the separation of powers. Their writings

laid the intellectual groundwork for modern democratic theory and governance.

The 19th and 20th centuries brought further evolution in political science, including the

emergence of various subfields such as comparative politics, international relations, and

public administration. Influential figures like Max Weber and Karl Marx offered new

perspectives on the role of bureaucracy and class struggle in politics.

Understanding the historical context of political science is pivotal for students embarking on

their first year of university studies. It provides insights into the intellectual foundations of the

discipline, the evolution of political thought, and the diverse range of ideas that have shaped

governance and political systems throughout history.

1.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Answer the following questions carefully:

 Question 1-5
 1. Explore and discuss the foundations and development of political science in ancient

civilizations, particularly focusing on the contributions of philosophers like Plato and

Aristotle in shaping political thought and ideals.

 

 2. Analyse the Enlightenment era and its transformative influence on political thought.

Discuss the key concepts introduced by thinkers like John Locke, Jean-Jacques

Rousseau, and Montesquieu, and elaborate on how these ideas laid the intellectual

groundwork for modern democratic theory and governance.

 

 3. Investigate the integration of religious and philosophical ideas into the political

discourse during the Middle Ages. Discuss the contributions of theologians such as St.

Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas in exploring the moral and ethical dimensions of

governance, and how this integration shaped the historical context of political science.



Introduction to Political Science - PAD 102

 

 4. Explore the 19th and 20th centuries as crucial periods of evolution in political

science. Highlight the emergence of subfields like comparative politics, international

relations, and public administration. Discuss the influential figures such as Max Weber

and Karl Marx, and their perspectives on bureaucracy and class struggle in politics.

 
 5. Investigate the significance of understanding the historical context of political science

for students entering university studies. Discuss how examining key texts and historical

milestones provides a comprehensive perspective on the development of political

science as a field of study, including its intellectual foundations and evolving political

thought.

1.5. Key concepts in political science

 Political Science: Political science is the systematic study and analysis of political

systems, governmental structures, political behaviour, and political thought. It aims to

understand how governments function, the behaviour of individuals and groups in the

political arena, and the impact of policies on society.

 

 State and Government: The state is a sovereign political entity with defined

geographical boundaries, a permanent population, a system of governance, and the

ability to enter into relations with other states. The government, on the other hand,

refers to the institutions, individuals, and processes that make and enforce decisions

within the state.
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 Political Ideologies: Political ideologies are sets of beliefs, values, and ideas that

guide political behaviour and policy preferences. Common ideologies include

liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and feminism, each with its own views on

governance, economy, and societal issues.

 

 Democracy: Democracy is a system of government where the power is vested in the

people, who exercise their authority through regular free and fair elections. It

emphasises individual rights, participation, and accountability.

 

 Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism: Authoritarianism is a system of government

where power is concentrated in the hands of a single leader or a small group, often

without the consent of the governed. Totalitarianism goes further, controlling all aspects

of public and private life.

 

 Civil Society: Civil society comprises non-governmental organisations, community

groups, and associations that operate independently of the government. It plays a vital

role in fostering democracy, advocating for human rights, and promoting social change.

 

 Political Participation: Political participation refers to the involvement of individuals in

the political process. This can include voting, activism, protests, and engaging with

elected representatives.

 Public Policy: Public policy encompasses the decisions and actions taken by

governments to address societal issues. It involves identifying problems, formulating

policies, implementing them, and evaluating their outcomes.

 

 Political Economy: Political economy explores the interplay between politics and

economics, examining how political institutions and processes influence economic

policies and outcomes.

 

 International Relations: International relations study interactions between states,

non-state actors, and international organisations on the global stage. It includes topics

like diplomacy, conflict resolution, international law, and globalisation.
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 Understanding these key concepts provides a solid foundation for delving deeper into

the complexities of political science, enabling students to analyse political dynamics,

make informed judgments, and actively engage in the political discourse.

1.5.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

 Explore and elaborate on the main focus of political science. Discuss its

objectives and how it

1. Explore and elaborate on the main focus of political science. Discuss its objectives

and how it contributes to our understanding of political systems and behaviour.

 
 2. Define and analyse political ideologies. Discuss how ideologies guide political

behaviour and shape policy preferences, providing relevant examples.

 
 3. Compare and contrast a democratic system of government with an authoritarian

system. Discuss fundamental characteristics and highlight the key differences.

 
 4. Define civil society and its significance in the context of political science. Discuss the

role of civil society organisations and their impact on governance and democracy.

 
 5. Examine the role and relevance of international relations in the contemporary world.

Discuss how it influences the behaviour and interactions of nation-states, providing

examples and insights.

 

1.6. Discussion Forum

In your opinion, what are the most pressing political challenges faced by your country or the

international community today? How do you think the principles and theories you have
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learned in this introductory course in political science can help us understand and potentially

address these challenges?

1.7. Summary of Unit

This lesson explored the fundamental aspects of political science, focusing on its definition,

historical context, and key concepts.

The definition of political science was emphasised, describing it as the study of political

systems, behaviours, and structures. It seeks to analyse and understand political phenomena,

power dynamics, governance, and the impact of policies on society.

The historical context of political science was then examined, tracing its origins to ancient

civilizations, particularly in Greece and Rome. The contributions of philosophers like Plato and

Aristotle in shaping early political thought were acknowledged. The influence of the Roman

Republic and the integration of religious and philosophical ideas during the Middle Ages were

discussed. The Enlightenment era was identified as a significant shift in political thought,

laying the intellectual foundation for modern democratic theory.

Key concepts in political science were introduced. Concepts like power, governance,

democracy, political ideologies, and international relations were highlighted. Understanding

these concepts is essential for delving deeper into the study of political science and provides

a framework for analysing political systems and behaviours.

This lesson aimed to provide students with a solid foundation for their journey into the field of

political science, ensuring they comprehend its origins, fundamental concepts, and historical

evolution. Gaining insights into these aspects is pivotal in fostering critical thinking and

analysis in the realm of politics and governance.

1.8. Key Text

Heywood, A. (2013). Political Ideologies: An Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan.

Buchanan, J. M., & Tullock, G. (1962). The Calculus of Consent: Logical Foundations of

Constitutional Democracy. University of Michigan Press.

Olson, M. (1965). The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups.

Harvard University Press.
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Musgrave, R. A., & Musgrave, P. B. (1989). Public Finance in Theory and Practice.

McGraw-Hill.

Rosen, H. S., & Gayer, T. (2014). Public Finance. McGraw-Hill Education.

Stiglitz, J. E., Sen, A., & Fitoussi, J. P. (2009). Report by the Commission on the Measurement

of Economic Performance and Social Progress. Commission on the Measurement of

Economic Performance and Social Progress.

2. STUDY UNIT 2:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Historical Evolution of Political Systems

2.1. Introduction

The study of political systems, their formation, evolution, and impact on societies is a crucial

aspect of political science. The historical evolution of political systems offers valuable insights

into how societies have structured their governance, allocated power, and organised their

communities throughout time. Understanding this evolution helps unravel the complex tapestry

of political thought and practice that has shaped the course of human history. From ancient

civilizations to modern democracies, examining the historical roots of political systems provides

a foundational understanding of the social and ideological forces that have propelled nations

and cultures forward.
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Learning Outcomes for Week 2

By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Grasp the foundational concepts and theories that underpin political science by

examining the historical evolution of political systems. They will be able to link ancient

political ideas to modern theories, fostering a deeper comprehension of political thought

and its evolution.

● Analyse and evaluate the impact of different political systems on societies throughout

history. By studying how governance structures evolved and influenced various cultures,

students will gain insights into the consequences of political decisions and structures on

people's lives.

● Apply historical knowledge of political systems to contemporary political scenarios. They

will understand how past political experiences and practices influence current

governance models, aiding in a critical analysis of present-day political systems and

policy decisions.

2.2. Early political systems and their evolution

Political systems, in their simplest form, are frameworks that organise and manage the

governance and functioning of a society or community. Early political systems were

rudimentary structures that emerged as human societies began to form and organise

themselves. The evolution of these systems reflects the progression of human civilization and

societal complexities.
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In the earliest human groups, political organisation was often tribal or clan-based. Leadership

and decision-making were typically centred around influential or authoritative individuals, often

elders or those with particular skills or knowledge. The structure was informal and largely

based on social norms and traditions.

As societies grew and diversified, so did their political systems. Ancient civilizations, such as

those in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China, developed more complex political

structures. These early political systems often had monarchies or dynasties, where a single

ruler or a ruling family held significant power. The laws and governance were often intertwined

with religious beliefs and rituals.

The ancient Greeks introduced a new dimension to political thought and systems. In city-states

like Athens and Sparta, the concept of democracy began to take shape, albeit in a limited form.

Athenian democracy, for example, allowed male citizens to participate in decision-making,

laying the foundations for a more inclusive political system.

The Roman Republic is another pivotal point in the evolution of political systems. It introduced

concepts of republicanism, representation, and the division of powers. The Roman model

greatly influenced later political developments, especially in Western civilizations.

Over time, the Middle Ages saw the emergence of feudalism in Europe and similar systems in

other regions. Feudalism was characterised by a hierarchical structure, with lords holding

significant power and control over territories and their inhabitants.

The Enlightenment period in the 17th and 18th centuries brought about a paradigm shift in

political thought. Thinkers like John Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau advocated for

individual rights, separation of powers, and the social contract theory. These ideas laid the

foundation for modern democratic systems.

The trajectory of political systems continues to evolve, shaped by global events, social

movements, technological advancements, and changing societal values. Today's political

systems vary widely, from democratic republics to authoritarian regimes, each reflecting unique

historical, cultural, and ideological contexts.
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Studying the early political systems and their evolution provides valuable insights into the roots

of contemporary governance models. It allows us to understand the foundations of political

thought and the factors that have shaped the diverse range of political systems observed

across the globe.

2.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which of the following ancient civilizations introduced the concept of democracy in its

city-states?

 A. Mesopotamia

 B. Egypt

 C. Greece

 D. China

 

 2. The Roman Republic significantly influenced later political developments, especially

in:

 A. Asia

 B. Europe

 C. Africa

 D. Australia

 

 3. Feudalism, a system with a hierarchical structure and lords holding significant power,

emerged during which historical period?

 A. Renaissance

 B. Middle Ages

 C. Enlightenment
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 D. Industrial Revolution

Fill in the Gaps:

 4. The concept of __________ began to take shape in ancient Greece, particularly in

city-states like Athens and Sparta.

 

 5. The Enlightenment period in the 17th and 18th centuries emphasised individual

rights, separation of powers, and the __________ theory.

2.3. Influence of historical events on political systems

Historical events can have a profound impact on political systems. They can lead to the

overthrow of existing regimes, the establishment of new ones, and the transformation of

existing systems.

One example of the influence of historical events on political systems is the French Revolution.

The French Revolution overthrew the absolute monarchy and established a republic. It also led

to the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, which enshrined the principles of

liberty, equality, and fraternity. The French Revolution had a major impact on the development

of democracy around the world.

Another example is the Russian Revolution of 1917. The Russian Revolution overthrew the

Tsarist regime and established the first communist state in the world. It also led to the rise of

the Soviet Union, which became a major superpower during the Cold War. The Russian

Revolution had a profound impact on the global political landscape.

These are just two examples of the many historical events that have influenced political

systems. Other examples include the American Revolution, the English Civil War, and the Meiji

Restoration in Japan.
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Historical events can influence political systems in a variety of ways. They can lead to:

● Changes in the form of government: Historical events can lead to the overthrow of

existing regimes and the establishment of new ones. For example, the French

Revolution led to the overthrow of the absolute monarchy and the establishment of a

republic.

● Changes in the distribution of power: Historical events can lead to changes in the

distribution of power between different groups in society. For example, the American

Revolution led to the concentration of power in the hands of the white male elite.

● Changes in political ideology: Historical events can lead to changes in the political

ideology of a society. For example, the Russian Revolution led to the rise of

communism in the Soviet Union.

● Changes in public policy: Historical events can lead to changes in public policy. For

example, the Civil Rights Movement in the United States led to the passage of laws that

prohibited racial discrimination.

The influence of historical events on political systems is a complex and multifaceted topic.

However, it is clear that historical events can have a profound impact on the way that political

systems are structured and operate.

Using Nigeria as a major case study, here are some important points to note:

Nigeria's political system has been shaped by a number of historical events, including:

● Pre-colonial era: Nigeria was made up of hundreds of independent kingdoms and

chiefdoms before British colonisation in the 19th century. These kingdoms had their own

political systems, which were often based on traditional customs and beliefs.

● Colonial era: British colonial rule had a profound impact on Nigeria's political system.

The British introduced a system of indirect rule, which allowed traditional rulers to retain

some of their power. However, the British also imposed a number of new institutions,

such as a centralised government and a Western-style legal system.
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● Independence: Nigeria gained independence from Britain in 1960. The country adopted

a parliamentary system of government, with a prime minister and a president. However,

the new government was plagued by instability and corruption.

● Civil war: Nigeria experienced a civil war from 1967 to 1970. The war was caused by

ethnic and regional tensions. The war ended with the victory of the federal government,

but it left a deep scar on Nigerian society.

● Military rule: Nigeria was ruled by military juntas from 1966 to 1999. The military

regimes were often repressive and authoritarian. They also failed to address Nigeria's

economic and social problems.

● Return to democracy: Nigeria returned to democracy in 1999. The country has held

regular elections since then, but its democracy has been fragile. Nigeria has faced a

number of challenges, including corruption, violence, and poverty.

These are just a few of the historical events that have influenced Nigeria's political system.

Nigeria's political system continues to evolve, and it is shaped by both domestic and

international factors.

The influence of historical events on Nigeria's political system is a complex and multifaceted

topic. However, it is clear that historical events have played a major role in shaping the way

that Nigeria's political system is structured and operates. By understanding how historical

events have shaped Nigeria's political system in the past, we can gain a better understanding

of the present and make more informed decisions about the future.

Generally, the influence of historical events on political systems is a fascinating and important

topic of study. By understanding how historical events have shaped political systems in the

past, we can gain a better understanding of the present and make more informed decisions

about the future.

2.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5
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1. Which historical event led to the establishment of the first communist state in the world?

A. French Revolution

B. Russian Revolution of 1917

C. American Revolution

D. Meiji Restoration in Japan

2. The French Revolution resulted in the establishment of:

A. Monarchy

B. Oligarchy

C. Republic

D. Theocracy

Essay
3. Discuss how historical events, such as the French Revolution and the Russian Revolution of

1917, influenced the political systems not only within their respective countries but also

globally. Highlight the key changes brought about by these revolutions and their lasting impact

on political ideologies and structures.

4. Using Nigeria as a case study, analyse the major historical events that have shaped

Nigeria's political system. Discuss how the pre-colonial era, colonial rule, independence, civil

war, military rule, and the return to democracy have influenced the structure and functioning of

Nigeria's political system.

5. Explore the challenges Nigeria faced upon gaining independence in 1960 and how these

challenges have influenced the evolution of its political system. Discuss the role of corruption,

instability, and ethnic tensions in shaping the trajectory of Nigeria's political landscape.

2.4. Comparative analysis of political systems
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Comparative analysis of political systems is a fundamental approach within political science

that aims to study and comprehend the variations, similarities, and differences among political

structures, processes, and behaviours across different countries and regions. It involves a

systematic examination of political institutions, ideologies, cultures, and policies to identify

patterns and draw meaningful insights. This analytical method aids in identifying key factors

influencing the functioning and outcomes of political systems.

Key Components of Comparative Analysis:

● Political Institutions: Comparative analysis often begins by examining political

institutions such as governments, legislatures, judiciaries, electoral systems, and

administrative bodies. The structure, powers, and functions of these institutions are

compared to discern the variations in governance arrangements and their impacts on

policy-making and citizen engagement.

● Political Ideologies and Beliefs: Understanding the prevailing political ideologies,

beliefs, and values in different societies is crucial. Comparative analysis delves into the

dominant ideologies shaping political systems, such as liberalism, conservatism,

socialism, or nationalism. Comparisons are made to evaluate how these ideologies

influence policy choices and public opinion.

● Policy and Decision-making Processes: The analysis extends to policy processes,

including the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of public policies.

Comparative identifying the efficiency, inclusivity, and responsiveness of policy

mechanisms in diverse political settings.

● Political Culture and Behavior: Comparative analysis explores the political culture and

behaviour of citizens, considering factors like participation, voting patterns, civic

engagement, and trust in political institutions. Understanding these elements helps in

deciphering the societal context within which political systems operate.
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Importance and Objectives of Comparative Analysis:

● Enhanced Understanding of Diversity: Comparative analysis offers a comprehensive

understanding of the diverse political landscapes worldwide, showcasing the broad

spectrum of governance models, ideologies, and practices.

● Identifying Best Practices: By comparing political systems, researchers can identify

best practices and policies that have been successful in specific contexts. These

insights can be valuable for policy-makers aiming to improve their own systems.

● Theory Development and Testing: Comparative analysis aids in developing and

testing political theories. By analysing different systems and their outcomes, scholars

can validate or refine theoretical frameworks within political science.

● Informed Decision-Making: Policymakers and stakeholders can make more informed

decisions by drawing on the experiences and outcomes of comparable political

systems. This ensures that decisions are evidence-based and consider a wider array of

perspectives.

Comparative analysis of political systems is essential for gaining a deeper appreciation of the

complex interplay between political structures, culture, and societal factors. Through this

analytical lens, political science students can grasp the richness and diversity of political

systems globally, paving the way for a more informed and nuanced approach to the study of

politics.

2.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5
1. Which of the following is a primary component of comparative analysis of political systems?

 A. Cultural analysis

 B. Economic analysis

 C. Policy analysis

 D. Social analysis
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2. What is a key objective of comparative analysis in political science?

 A. Promoting a single political ideology

 B. Validating existing political theories

 C. Advocating for a specific policy approach

 D. Advocating for a specific policy approach

Fill in the Gaps:

3. Comparative analysis involves a systematic examination of political __________, ideologies,

cultures, and policies.

4. Understanding the prevailing political __________ in different societies is crucial for

comparative analysis.

Essay

5. Discuss the importance of comparing political ideologies in comparative analysis. Provide

examples of how the differences in political ideologies can lead to distinct policy approaches

and societal impacts.

2.5. Notable political thinkers and their contributions

The study of political science is enriched by the profound ideas and contributions of influential

political thinkers throughout history. These thinkers have shaped political thought and theory,

providing fundamental concepts and perspectives that continue to be influential in

contemporary politics and governance.



Introduction to Political Science - PAD 102

 Plato (c. 427-347 BCE):
 

 Plato, a prominent ancient Greek philosopher and student of Socrates, made

significant contributions to political theory through his works such as "The Republic." In

this dialogue, Plato discusses the ideal state and the role of justice within it. He

introduced the concept of philosopher-kings, advocating for a state led by rational and

enlightened rulers.

 Aristotle (384-322 BCE):
 Aristotle, another ancient Greek philosopher and a student of Plato, delved deeply into

political philosophy. His work "Politics" examines various forms of government,

advocating for a constitutional government based on the middle class. Aristotle's

classification of political systems, including monarchy, aristocracy, and polity, remains

foundational.

 Niccolò Machiavelli (1469-1527):
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 Machiavelli, an Italian diplomat and philosopher, is renowned for his seminal work "The

Prince." He emphasised practicality over moralism in governance, exploring the

methods by which rulers could maintain power and stability. Machiavelli's realism and

the understanding of the dynamics of power significantly impacted political thought.

 John Locke (1632-1704):
 An influential English philosopher, Locke's works, including "Two Treatises of

Government," underpin modern political philosophy. Locke emphasised natural rights,

social contract theory, and limited government. His ideas were foundational to liberal

democracy, advocating for the protection of life, liberty, and property.

 Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778):
 Rousseau, a French philosopher, is known for his work "The Social Contract." He

discussed the idea of popular sovereignty and a general will, promoting the idea that

government should be an expression of the collective interests of the people.

Rousseau's ideas influenced democratic theory and the French Revolution.
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 Karl Marx (1818-1883):
 Marx, a German philosopher, economist, and political theorist, co-authored "The

Communist Manifesto" and penned "Das Kapital." He is a foundational figure in the

development of modern socialism and communism. Marx critique capitalism,

highlighting class struggle and advocating for a classless society.

 

 John Stuart Mill (1806-1873):
 Mill, an English philosopher and economist, made significant contributions to liberal

political philosophy. His work "On Liberty" stressed individual freedoms and the

limitation of government power. Mill's advocacy for free speech and open debate

remains pertinent in contemporary democratic societies.
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Friedrich Hayek (1899-1992):
 Hayek, an Austrian-British economist and philosopher, is known for his defence of

classical liberalism. His book "The Road to Serfdom" warned against the dangers of

central planning and totalitarianism. Hayek's ideas continue to influence debates on free

markets and limited government.

 Nnamdi Azikiwe (1904-1996):
 Nnamdi Azikiwe, also known as "Zik of Africa," was a prominent Nigerian nationalist,

statesman, and the first President of Nigeria. He founded the National Council of

Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC), advocating for African nationalism and

independence from colonial rule. Azikiwe's political ideology emphasises

self-governance and the need for a united and sovereign African continent.
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 Obafemi Awolowo (1909-1987):
 Obafemi Awolowo, a key figure in Nigerian politics, was a nationalist, statesman, and

the first Premier of the Western Region. He was the founder of the Action Group (AG)

and played a significant role in the struggle for Nigerian independence. Awolowo's

political ideology was centred on federalism, regional autonomy, and the development

of human capital through free education and healthcare.

 Ahmadu Bello (1909-1966):
 Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, was a Nigerian statesman and the first Premier

of the Northern Region. He was a strong advocate for the preservation of Northern

Nigeria's cultural and religious heritage. Bello emphasised a form of federalism that

recognized the distinctiveness of various regions within Nigeria.
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 Chinua Achebe (1930-2013):

 Chinua Achebe, a renowned Nigerian novelist, essayist, and critic, made significant

contributions to political thought through his works. His novel "Things Fall Apart"

explored the impact of colonialism on traditional African societies. Achebe's writings

highlighted the complexities of cultural encounters and the consequences of European

colonisation.

 Wole Soyinka (b. 1934):
 Wole Soyinka, a Nobel laureate in Literature, is known for his activism and critical

perspective on governance. He has been vocal against political oppression and

corruption. Soyinka's plays and essays often challenge political power and

authoritarianism while advocating for democratic governance and human rights.

These thinkers, among many others, have provided the theoretical foundations and intellectual

frameworks that continue to shape the field of political science. Studying their works offers

students a deeper understanding of the complexities of political systems, governance, and the

human condition within societies.
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2.5.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which philosopher emphasised practicality over moralism in governance?

 A) Machiavelli

 B) Rousseau

 C) Locke

 D) Marx

 

 2. Who among the listed thinkers is known for advocating for individual freedoms and

limitation of government power?

 A) John Locke

 B) Karl Marx

 C) Friedrich Hayek

 D) Plato

Fill in the Gaps:

 3. ____________ is a foundational figure in the development of modern socialism and

communism, critiquing capitalism and advocating for a classless society.

 4. Nnamdi Azikiwe's political ideology emphasised ____________ and the need for a

united and sovereign African continent.

 5. Chinua Achebe's novel "Things Fall Apart" explored the impact of ____________ on

traditional African societies.

2.6. Discussion Forum

The study of political systems has evolved significantly over time. Begin by discussing the

earliest forms of political systems in ancient societies. What were the key characteristics of

these systems, and how did they govern their communities? Then, explore the transitions and
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changes that occurred as societies progressed through different historical eras. How did

advancements in governance, such as the move from monarchies to democratic systems,

reflect societal values and needs? Consider the role of key historical events, philosophies, and

influential thinkers in shaping these political transformations. Lastly, reflect on how

understanding this historical evolution is important for analysing contemporary political systems

and envisioning future developments in governance."

2.7. Summary of Unit

In this lesson, we explored fundamental aspects of political science, encompassing early

political systems, historical events' impact on political systems, comparative analysis of political

systems, and the notable contributions of influential political thinkers.

We began by delving into the earliest forms of political systems, examining how they evolved

from ancient civilizations to contemporary societies. This journey through time highlighted key

characteristics of various systems, shedding light on how governance structures developed

and adapted to societal needs.

Understanding the influence of historical events on political systems is crucial. We explored

how significant events, such as revolutions and wars, reshaped governance structures,

ideologies, and power dynamics. By analysing these events, we gained insights into how

political systems adapt and transform in response to societal changes.

Comparative analysis involves studying and contrasting different political systems, their

structures, ideologies, and functionalities. Through this lens, we explored the diverse range of

political systems across the globe. By comparing their strengths, weaknesses, and impacts on

societies, we gained a deeper understanding of the complexities of governance.

We delved into the profound contributions of influential political thinkers throughout history.

Their ideas and theories have significantly shaped political thought, governance, and societies.

From Plato and Aristotle to modern thinkers like John Locke and Karl Marx, we studied their

ideologies and their lasting impact on political philosophy and practice.
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This lesson provided a comprehensive view of the historical foundations and the evolution of

political systems, emphasising the importance of historical context, key events, comparative

analysis, and the invaluable contributions of political thinkers. These concepts serve as a

strong foundation for further exploration in the field of political science.

2.8. Key Text

"Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases" by J. Tyler Dickovick and

Jonathan Eastwood.

"Introduction to Comparative Politics" by Mark Kesselman, Joel Krieger, and William A. Joseph.

Roskin, M. G., Cord, R. L., Medeiros, J. A., & Jones, W. S. (2017). Political science: An

introduction. Pearson.

O'Neil, P. H., Rogowski, R., & Scheingold, S. A. (2006). Essentials of comparative politics. W.

W. Norton & Company.

Roskin, M. G., Cord, R. L., Medeiros, J. A., & Jones, W. S. (2018). Political Science: An

Introduction. Pearson.

Heywood, A. (2017). Political Ideologies: An Introduction. Palgrave.
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3. STUDY UNIT 3:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Role of Political Institutions

3.1. Introduction

Political institutions are the backbone of any society's governance structure, serving as the

organisational framework that dictates the distribution and exercise of power. They encompass

a diverse array of entities, including legislative bodies, executive offices, judiciary systems,

electoral mechanisms, and administrative agencies. These institutions collectively shape the

processes and policies that govern a nation, impacting the lives of its citizens. Understanding

the roles, functions, and dynamics of these institutions is vital for comprehending the intricate

workings of a nation's political landscape. In this exploration, we will delve into the multifaceted

roles that political institutions play, examining how they influence decision-making, law

formulation, implementation, and the overall democratic fabric of a society.

Learning Outcomes for Week 3

By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Comprehend the fundamental functions and structures of political institutions, enabling

them to analyse and explain how these institutions shape the exercise of power and

governance within a society.

● Critically evaluate how various political institutions influence the formulation,

implementation, and enforcement of laws and policies, recognizing their crucial role in

democratic processes and governance.

● Assess the contribution of political institutions to the democratic framework, examining

how they foster transparency, accountability, and citizen participation, and how deviations

can impact democratic principles and practices.
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3.2. Types of political institutions

Political institutions are formal structures and mechanisms that define the rules, processes, and

interactions within a political system. These institutions play a central role in shaping the

behaviour of individuals and groups involved in governance and policy-making. They establish

the norms, regulations, and distribution of power within a society.

 Legislative Institutions:
● Legislative institutions are bodies responsible for creating, amending, and

repealing laws within a state. They are pivotal in the democratic process,

representing the interests of the public and providing checks and balances.

● Examples: Parliament, Congress, Senate, House of Commons, National

Assembly.

 Executive Institutions:
● Executive institutions execute and enforce laws, policies, and decisions made by

the legislative branch. They manage day-to-day affairs of the government and

implement laws effectively.

● Examples: Presidency, Prime Minister, Cabinet.

 Judicial Institutions:
● Judicial institutions interpret and apply laws, ensuring they align with the

constitution and legal principles. They provide a mechanism for dispute resolution

and uphold justice.

● Examples: Supreme Court, High Court, Constitutional Court.

 Electoral Institutions:
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● Electoral institutions manage and oversee electoral processes, ensuring fair and

democratic elections. They establish the rules for voter registration, candidate

eligibility, and election conduct.

● Examples: Election Commissions, Electoral Boards.

 Bureaucratic Institutions:
● Bureaucratic institutions manage and implement policies and decisions made by

the government. They are responsible for the administration and functioning of

public services.

● Examples: Civil Service, Ministries, Departments.

 

 Political Parties:
● Political parties are organised groups that represent specific ideologies and

interests. They compete in elections to gain power and influence policy decisions.

● Examples: Democratic Party, Republican Party, Labour Party.

Understanding these types of political institutions provides a foundation for comprehending the

structure and operation of political systems. Each type serves a unique function in the

democratic process, contributing to the overall governance and stability of a nation.

3.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Discuss in detail the functions and significance of judicial institutions within a political

system. Provide examples to illustrate their role in upholding the rule of law and ensuring

justice.

 

 2. Essay Question: Explain the structure and functions of bureaucratic institutions in a

political system. Discuss how these institutions influence policy implementation and

ensure effective governance.
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 3. Essay Question: Analyse the role and impact of political parties in shaping the political

landscape. Discuss how they represent specific ideologies, mobilise public opinion, and

contribute to the functioning of a democratic system.

 

 4. Essay Question: Compare and contrast different types of electoral systems (e.g.,

first-past-the-post, proportional representation). Discuss their advantages,

disadvantages, and the impact on political representation and governance.

 

 5. Essay Question: Choose a notable political thinker discussed in the content (e.g.,

Aristotle, Niccolò Machiavelli, Jean-Jacques Rousseau). Explore their major theories,

philosophies, and the influence of their ideas on modern politics and governance.

3.3. Governance structures and their impact

Governance structures refer to the formal and informal arrangements that establish the rules,

roles, relationships, and responsibilities within an organisation, community, or society. These

structures help in governing the behaviour and interactions of individuals and groups,

determining how decisions are made, and how power is allocated and monitored. Governance

structures can vary widely, from centralised to decentralised models, hierarchical to flat

organisational structures, and democratic to autocratic systems.

There are a variety of different governance structures, but they can generally be classified into

two main types: centralised and decentralised.
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● Centralised governance structures concentrate power and authority in the hands of a

small group of people. This type of structure is often found in businesses and

government agencies. Centralised governance structures can be efficient and effective,

but they can also be undemocratic and unresponsive to the needs of stakeholders.

● Decentralised governance structures distribute power and authority more evenly

throughout the organisation. This type of structure is often found in cooperatives and

non-profit organisations. Decentralised governance structures can be more democratic

and responsive to the needs of stakeholders, but they can also be less efficient and

effective.

Governance structures are often influenced by cultural, historical, economic, political, and social

factors. They can manifest in various forms, including governmental bodies, corporate boards,

community councils, non-governmental organisations, and more. Furthermore, governance

structures can evolve and adapt in response to changes in external environments or internal

needs.

Impact of Governance Structures:

1. Decision-Making and Authority Allocation: Governance structures define how

decisions are made and authority is distributed. In centralised structures,

decision-making power is concentrated at the top, whereas decentralised

structures may involve decision-making at various levels. The chosen structure

impacts the speed and efficiency of decision-making processes.

2. Accountability and Transparency: Effective governance structures establish

mechanisms for accountability and transparency. Clear lines of responsibility and

reporting ensure that actions and decisions can be traced back to individuals or

groups. Transparent processes enhance trust and credibility within the

organisation or society.

3. Resource Allocation and Management: Governance structures influence how

resources, including finances, human capital, and other assets, are allocated and
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managed. Efficient governance ensures that resources are utilised effectively to

achieve organisational goals and societal objectives.

4. Stakeholder Participation and Representation: Inclusive governance structures

allow for stakeholder participation and representation, ensuring diverse

perspectives are considered. This inclusivity leads to better decision-making by

incorporating a broader range of experiences and expertise.

5. Adaptability and Resilience: Governance structures that are flexible and

adaptive can respond better to changes and challenges. They allow for swift

adjustments in strategies, policies, and operations, enabling entities to stay

resilient in dynamic environments.

6. Organisational Culture and Ethics: Governance structures can shape the

organisational culture and ethical standards. They set the tone for behaviour,

promoting values such as integrity, accountability, and fairness. Ethical

governance is critical for sustaining trust and reputation.

Understanding governance structures and their impact is crucial for individuals entering various

professions and sectors, providing them with insights into how organisations and societies are

organised, led, and managed. It enables informed decision-making, effective leadership, and

the ability to contribute to improving governance for the benefit of all stakeholders.

3.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which of the following best defines governance structures?

 A. Organisational hierarchies

 B. Informal decision-making processes

 C. Ethical guidelines

 D. Historical events influencing governance
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 2. In governance structures, decentralisation means:

 A. Concentration of decision-making at the top level

 B. Spreading decision-making across various levels

 C. Elimination of decision-making

 D. Random allocation of decision-making

 

 3. Governance structures impact resource management by influencing:

 A. The speed of decision-making

 B. The size of the organisation

 C. The industry competition

 D. External market trends

Fill in the Gaps:

 4. Governance structures can vary from ___________ to ___________, reflecting the

distribution of power and decision-making authority.

 5. Effective governance ensures ___________ and ___________, promoting trust and

confidence within the organisation or society.

3.4. Policy-making processes and their evaluation

Policy-making is a fundamental process through which societies identify and address public

issues and concerns. It involves a series of steps aimed at formulating, implementing, and

assessing policies to achieve desired objectives. The policy-making process is dynamic and

varies across countries, organisations, and contexts, but it generally involves several key

stages.
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1. Agenda Setting:

● The first step is identifying and recognizing a societal issue that requires attention and

action. This can be triggered by various factors such as public outcry, expert opinions, or

changes in the environment.

2. Policy Formulation:

● Once an issue is on the agenda, policymakers, often guided by experts and

stakeholders, develop potential solutions or policies to address the problem. This

involves research, analysis, and consideration of various alternatives.

3. Legitimation:

● At this stage, the proposed policy is reviewed, debated, and modified through formal and

informal processes to ensure it aligns with societal values, norms, and laws.

4. Implementation:

● After approval, the policy is put into action. This stage involves putting the policy into

practice, involving a range of activities like organising resources, coordinating actions,

and educating stakeholders.

5. Evaluation:

● Evaluation is a critical phase where the effectiveness, efficiency, and impact of the policy

are assessed. It involves measuring outcomes against the intended objectives to

determine if the policy is successful or requires adjustments.

6. Policy Change or Termination:

● Based on the evaluation, policymakers decide whether to modify, continue, terminate, or

create new policies to address any remaining or emerging issues.

Importance of Evaluation in the Policy-Making Process:
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Evaluation plays a vital role in ensuring the effectiveness and relevance of policies. It allows for:

● Accountability: Evaluations hold policymakers accountable for the consequences of

their decisions and actions, ensuring transparency and trust in the system.

● Evidence-Based Decision-Making: Evaluation provides empirical evidence on the

policy's impact, helping policymakers make informed decisions about the future course of

action.

● Continuous Improvement: It enables policymakers to learn from past policies,

identifying strengths and weaknesses, and improving subsequent policy initiatives.

Approaches to Policy Evaluation:

 Process Evaluation:
● Focuses on how a policy is implemented, identifying bottlenecks, gaps, and areas

for improvement in the implementation process.

 Outcome Evaluation:
● Examines the policy's immediate and long-term effects, assessing whether the

intended outcomes have been achieved and understanding unintended

consequences.

 Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA):
● Analyses the monetary and non-monetary costs and benefits of a policy, providing

insights into its efficiency and economic impact.

 Impact Assessment:
● Evaluates the broader social, economic, and environmental impacts of a policy to

understand its overall effect on society.

Understanding policy-making processes and their evaluation is crucial for students of political

science. It equips them with the knowledge and analytical skills needed to engage with and

contribute to the development and improvement of public policies, thereby shaping the future of

societies.

3.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)
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Do well to answer the following questions:
Question 1-5

1. Which phase of the policy-making process involves identifying a societal issue that requires

attention and action?

A) Policy Formulation

B) Agenda Setting

C) Implementation

D) Legitimation

2. Multiple Choice Question 2: What type of evaluation focuses on analysing the monetary and

non-monetary costs and benefits of a policy?

A) Outcome Evaluation

B) Impact Assessment

C) Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA)

D) Process Evaluation

3. Multiple Choice Question 3: In the policy-making process, what is the primary aim of the

agenda-setting phase?

A) Identifying potential solutions

B) Implementing the policy

C) Identifying the issue and bringing it to public attention

D) Evaluating policy outcomes

4. During policy implementation, which actors or groups are primarily responsible for executing

the policy?

A) Policymakers

B) Civil society organisations

C) Government agencies and departments

D) International organisations

5. Which aspect is crucial for a policy to be considered effective?

A) Meeting the intended goals and objectives
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B) Swift and inexpensive implementation

C) Public popularity and support

D) Political alignment with opposition parties

3.5. Discussion Forum

In democratic societies, political institutions play a vital role in shaping governance and policy

outcomes. Discuss the significance of political institutions in ensuring checks and balances,

promoting representation, and fostering political stability. How do different political institutions,

such as the legislature, executive, and judiciary, interact to maintain a functioning democratic

system? Provide examples to illustrate the influence of these institutions on the policymaking

process and the overall functioning of a democratic government.

3.6. Summary of Unit

Understanding political science requires studying various elements, including types of political

institutions, governance structures, and policy-making processes with their evaluation.

Political institutions are vital structures involved in decision-making and rule enforcement,

comprising legislative, executive, and judicial branches. These entities shape laws, interpret

them, and resolve disputes.

Governance structures refer to frameworks guiding a society's control over public affairs. These

frameworks, ranging from autocratic to democratic, significantly impact a nation's development,

stability, and citizen welfare.

Policy-making is a multi-step process involving agenda setting, formulation, adoption,

implementation, and evaluation. Policymakers encounter challenges during these stages,

necessitating policy evaluation to assess efficiency, effectiveness, and impact.
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In conclusion, delving into political science entails exploring political institutions, governance

structures, and policy-making processes, which collectively contribute to an informed

understanding of governmental operations and societal dynamics.

3.7. Key Text

Dunn, W. N. (2017). Public Policy Analysis: An Introduction (6th ed.). Routledge.

Hill, M., & Varone, F. (2017). The Public Policy Process (7th ed.). Routledge.

Rhodes, R. A. (1997). Understanding governance: Policy networks, governance, reflexivity, and

accountability. Open University Press.

Kooiman, J. (1993). Modern governance: New government-society interactions. Sage

Publications.

Williamson, O. E. (1996). The mechanisms of governance. Oxford University Press.

Party Politics in America 17th Edition by Marjorie Randon Hershey
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4. STUDY UNIT 4:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Impact of Political Ideologies and Theories

4.1. Introduction

The impact of political ideologies and theories on societies, governance, and human

behaviour cannot be overstated. Political ideologies represent fundamental beliefs and values

that guide the decisions and actions of individuals, groups, and nations in the realm of politics.

These ideologies encompass a spectrum of ideas, from liberalism to conservatism, socialism

to libertarianism, shaping policies, institutions, and even revolutions. Concurrently, political

theories provide frameworks to analyse, critique, and understand these ideologies, offering

insights into the dynamics of power, governance structures, and social justice. In this

exploration, we will delve into the profound influence of political ideologies and theories on the

socio-political landscape, fostering a deeper comprehension of their transformative role.

Learning Outcomes for Week 4

By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Gain a comprehensive understanding of the diverse range of political ideologies,

including liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and libertarianism, along with their core

principles and beliefs. They will be able to analyse how these ideologies influence

political decision-making and societal attitudes.

● Develop the ability to analyse governance structures and policies using various political

theories. They will learn to evaluate how theories like Marxism, feminism, or realism

can provide unique perspectives on power dynamics, governance effectiveness, and

social equity.
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● Evaluate and compare the historical and contemporary impact of political ideologies

and theories on societies globally. They will analyse how these ideologies and theories

have shaped political movements, policy-making, and societal norms over time.

4.2. Major political ideologies and their history

Political ideologies are fundamental sets of beliefs, values, principles, and ideals that guide

individuals and groups in understanding, evaluating, and influencing political systems and

governance. These ideologies propose specific views on the role of government, societal

organisation, distribution of resources, and individual rights and freedoms. Understanding

major political ideologies is crucial for comprehending the diverse spectrum of political thought

and action.

1. Liberalism

Liberalism is one of the foundational political ideologies, emphasising individual rights, liberty,

equality, and limited government intervention. It emerged during the Enlightenment era in the

17th and 18th centuries, notably advocated by philosophers like John Locke, Montesquieu,

and Voltaire. Liberalism champions the idea that governments should protect individual

freedoms, promote free markets, and provide a framework for fair competition and social

mobility.

2. Conservatism
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Conservatism is rooted in the desire to preserve traditional institutions, practices, and societal

structures. It opposes abrupt societal changes and advocates for a gradual evolution of

systems. Edmund Burke, a British statesman and philosopher, is often regarded as the father

of modern conservatism. Conservatism seeks to maintain social order, stability, and the

preservation of established values and hierarchies.

3. Socialism

Socialism emerged in response to the inequalities and social injustices resulting from

industrialization. It emphasises collective ownership and control over resources, aiming to

reduce socio-economic disparities. Influential socialist thinkers include Karl Marx, Friedrich

Engels, and Robert Owen. Socialism ranges from democratic socialism, combining socialist

and democratic principles, to more radical forms advocating for complete government control

over production and distribution.

4. Communism

Communism is a more extreme form of socialism, envisioning a classless society where all

resources are collectively owned and equally distributed. It originated from Marx and Engels'

works, particularly "The Communist Manifesto." However, the practical implementation of

communism often involved authoritarian regimes. The Soviet Union and China, under Mao

Zedong, are notable examples.

5. Feminism

Feminism is both a social and political ideology seeking to address and rectify gender

inequalities in society. It advocates for the rights and opportunities of women to be equal to

those of men. Feminism has evolved through different waves, from the suffrage movement to

contemporary intersectional feminism that recognizes the intersection of gender with other

forms of discrimination.

6. Nationalism

Nationalism emphasises the interests, culture, and identity of a particular nation or group of

people. It often involves a strong belief in the sovereignty and self-determination of a nation.
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Nationalism gained prominence during the 19th century and played a significant role in the

formation of modern nation-states.

7. Anarchism

Anarchism opposes centralised authority, including the state, and seeks to establish a society

based on voluntary cooperation and mutual aid. Anarchists argue for the abolition of

hierarchies, advocating for a stateless, classless society. Figures like Mikhail Bakunin and

Emma Goldman contributed to the development of anarchist thought.

Understanding the historical development of these major political ideologies provides a crucial

framework for analysing contemporary political movements, parties, policies, and societal

trends. These ideologies have evolved and interacted over time, shaping political landscapes

and influencing the course of human history.

4.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which political ideology emphasises individual rights and limited government

intervention?

 A) Conservatism

B) Socialism

C) Liberalism

D) Communism

 

 2. Who is considered a key figure in the development of socialism?

 A) Karl Marx

B) Edmund Burke

C) John Locke

D) Voltaire
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 3. Which ideology seeks to establish a classless society with collective ownership of

resources? A) Conservatism

B) Feminism

C) Communism

D) Nationalism

Fill in the Gaps:

 4. Feminism advocates for the rights and opportunities of women to be ________ to

those of men.

 

 5. Anarchism opposes centralised authority and seeks to establish a society based on

voluntary cooperation and _________.

4.3. Application of political theories in practice

Political theories provide the foundation upon which practical governance structures, policies,

and actions are built. They offer conceptual frameworks to understand political phenomena,

human behaviour, and the dynamics of power. Applying political theories in practice involves

using these concepts to guide decision-making, shape institutions, and address societal

challenges. Let's delve into the various ways political theories are applied in the real world.

1. Policy Formulation and Implementation:
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Political theories influence the development and execution of policies. For example, liberalist

theories emphasises individual rights and free markets, often leading to policies promoting

economic freedom and limited government intervention. Conversely, socialist theories might

inspire policies for wealth redistribution and government provision of essential services.

2. Constitutional Design:

The design of a nation's constitution is heavily influenced by political theories. For instance,

theories of democracy guide the establishment of representative institutions and electoral

systems, aiming to ensure citizen participation and representation.

3. Diplomacy and International Relations:

Theories like realism and idealism shape a country's foreign policy and approach to

international relations. Realist theories, which emphasise state interest and power, influence

decisions regarding alliances, conflicts, and negotiations.

4. Social Movements and Activism:

Political theories inspire activists and social movements. For instance, feminist theories

motivate movements advocating for gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and women's

empowerment.

5. Government Structure and Administration:

Theories about governance, such as federalism or parliamentary systems, influence the

structure of governments and how they function. Federalist theories, for example, suggest a

division of powers between central and regional authorities.

6. Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding:

Theories on conflict resolution, like the democratic peace theory, influence efforts to resolve

disputes peacefully and promote stability on both national and international levels.

7. Public Opinion and Political Communication:

Theories on public opinion formation guide strategies for political campaigns, public relations,

and media engagement. Understanding how opinions are shaped helps in shaping narratives

and policies.
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8. Ethics and Political Behavior:

Ethical theories guide the behaviour of political actors, influencing decision-making processes

and ensuring accountability and transparency in governance.

Political theories offer a lens through which policymakers, activists, and citizens analyse

political scenarios and navigate the complexities of governance. However, it's important to

note that the application of these theories is often nuanced and context-specific, and multiple

theories may need to be considered simultaneously in practice.

The application of political theories in practice is a dynamic and essential aspect of

governance and societal development. By integrating theoretical concepts into practical

actions, societies can navigate the intricate landscape of politics, contribute to the common

good, and strive for a more just and equitable world.

4.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Constitutional design is significantly influenced by:

A. Ideological perspectives

B. Economic considerations

C. Public opinion

D. Social movements

 2. In the context of policy formulation and implementation, liberalist theories are most

likely to advocate for:

A. Government intervention in the economy

B. Wealth redistribution

C. Free markets and limited government involvement

D. Centralised planning of economic activities

 3. Realism, as a political theory, often guides a nation's approach to:

A. International diplomacy and conflict
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B. Economic development and trade

C. Social equality and justice

D. Environmental sustainability

 4. The application of political theories in practice helps in:

A. Understanding the historical context of theories

B. Shaping policies and decision-making

C. Theoretical debates within academia

D. Isolation of theories from real-world scenarios

 5. Social contract theory primarily emphasises:

A. The authority of the state over individuals

B. The collective will of the people in governance

C. The inherent rights of individuals

D. The need for an absolute monarchy

4.4. Case studies linking ideologies to events

Case studies linking ideologies to events involve a comprehensive analysis of specific

historical or contemporary events and their connection to underlying political ideologies.

Political ideologies encompass sets of beliefs, values, and principles that guide and shape

political behaviour, decision-making, and policies within a society. Understanding how these

ideologies manifest in real-world events and influence actions is essential for unravelling the

complexities of political processes.

Ideologies are systems of ideas that explain how the world works and how it should be

organised. They can have a profound impact on events, both large and small.
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Here are a few case studies linking ideologies to events:

● The French Revolution (1789-1799)

The French Revolution was a watershed event in world history. It overthrew the absolute

monarchy and established a republic based on the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

The Revolution was inspired by the Enlightenment ideology, which emphasised the

importance of reason, individual rights, and limited government.

● The Russian Revolution (1917)

The Russian Revolution was another major turning point in world history. It led to the

overthrow of the Tsarist regime and the establishment of the first communist state in the

world. The Revolution was inspired by the Marxist ideology, which called for the overthrow of

capitalism and the establishment of a classless society.

● The American Civil War (1861-1865)

The American Civil War was fought over the issue of slavery. The Southern states seceded

from the Union because they wanted to maintain slavery, while the Northern states fought to

preserve the Union and end slavery. The Civil War was a defining event in American history,

and it remains a controversial topic today.

● The rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party (1933-1945)

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party came to power in Germany in 1933. The Nazis were a fascist

party that believed in the superiority of the Aryan race and the need for German expansion.

The Nazis' ideology led to World War II and the Holocaust.

● The Cold War (1947-1991)

The Cold War was a period of global tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.

The two superpowers were ideologically opposed to each other, with the United States
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representing capitalism and the Soviet Union representing communism. The Cold War had a

profound impact on world politics for nearly half a century.

● The Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970)

The Nigerian Civil War was fought between the federal government and the breakaway state

of Biafra. The war was caused by a number of factors, including ethnic and regional tensions.

However, ideology also played a role in the war. The Biafran secessionists were inspired by

the Igbo nationalist ideology of Biafrans.

● Pan-Africanism and the Nigerian Independence Movement

Pan-Africanism is an ideology that emphasises the unity and solidarity of the African peoples.

It played a major role in the Nigerian independence movement. Nigerian nationalists such as

Nnamdi Azikiwe and Kwame Nkrumah were inspired by Pan-Africanism in their fight for

independence.

● The rise of Boko Haram

Boko Haram is a terrorist organisation that is active in Nigeria. The group is inspired by a

radical Islamic ideology that calls for the establishment of an Islamic caliphate in Nigeria.

Boko Haram has been responsible for numerous terrorist attacks in Nigeria, including the

kidnapping of hundreds of school girls in 2014.

● The EndSARS protests

The EndSARS protests were a series of protests that erupted in Nigeria in 2020. The protests

were sparked by the police brutality of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS). However, the

protests also reflected a broader dissatisfaction with the Nigerian government and its policies.

The EndSARS protests were inspired by a variety of ideologies, including social justice and

democracy.

Ideologies can have a profound impact on events, both large and small. They can inspire

people to take action, shape the course of history, and lead to both positive and negative
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outcomes. By understanding the relationship between ideologies and events, we can gain a

better understanding of the world around us and make more informed decisions about the

future.

4.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Go through the following questions:

Question 1-5
 1. Which ideology inspired the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity during the

French Revolution?

 A) Enlightenment ideology

 B) Marxist ideology

 C) Fascist ideology

 D) Pan-Africanist ideology

 

 2. The Russian Revolution in 1917 aimed to establish:

 A) A classless society

 B) A monarchy

 C) A capitalist society

 D) An imperialistic government

 

 3. The American Civil War was primarily fought over the issue of:

 A) Slavery

 B) Economic policies

 C) State rights

 D) Taxation

 

 4. Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party were proponents of:

 A) Fascism

 B) Communism

 C) Liberalism

 D) Socialism
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 5. The Cold War was characterised by ideological differences between:

 A) The United States (capitalism) and the Soviet Union (communism)

 B) The United States (communism) and China (capitalism)

 C) The United States (monarchy) and France (democracy)

 D) The United States (democracy) and Germany (fascism)

4.5. Discussion Forum

Discuss how the major political ideologies, such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and

nationalism, impact governance and policy-making. Consider the core principles of each

ideology and their potential effects on the economy, social welfare, and individual rights.

Share examples of policies or government approaches inspired by these ideologies and their

consequences on society."

4.6. Summary of Text

The lesson delved into three essential components of political study. Firstly, we explored the

major political ideologies that have historically shaped the world's political landscape. This

included understanding the core tenets, historical origins, and fundamental beliefs associated

with ideologies like liberalism, conservatism, socialism, communism, and nationalism.

Secondly, we analysed the application of these political theories in practical scenarios,

understanding how theoretical ideologies manifest in real-world policies, governance

structures, and societal changes. Lastly, we delved into case studies that linked these

ideologies to significant historical and contemporary events, providing a comprehensive

understanding of how ideologies influence actions and events, both positively and negatively.

Through this lesson, students gained insights into the ideological underpinnings that guide

political thought, their real-world applications, and their tangible impacts on historical and

contemporary events.
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4.7. Key Text
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Roskin, M. G., Cord, R. L., Medeiros, J. A., & Jones, W. S. (2019). Political Science: An

Introduction.

Easton, D. (1965). A Framework for Political Analysis.

Eatwell, Roger, & Wright, Anthony. (1999). "Contemporary Political Ideologies."
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5. STUDY UNIT 5:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Basic Political Research

5.1. Introduction

Welcome to the realm of "Basic Political Research," a fundamental exploration into the

essential principles that underpin the methodology and practice of political science research. In

this introduction, we will unravel the core concepts and techniques that serve as the bedrock

for conducting sound and meaningful political research.

Basic political research is the systematic and structured investigation of political phenomena,

events, and theories. It involves employing established research methods to gather, analyse,

and interpret data, enabling us to understand political behaviour, institutions, policies, and their

impact on society. Through this course, we aim to equip you with the foundational knowledge

and skills needed to engage in effective political research

Learning Outcomes for Week 5

By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Showcase proficiency in fundamental research methodologies specific to political

science. They will be able to design and implement research projects, select appropriate

data collection methods, and critically analyse and interpret political data using ethical

research practices.

● Gain the ability to apply acquired research skills to analyse various political phenomena,

including political behaviour, public policies, and governance structures. They will

demonstrate the aptitude to critically evaluate and interpret data, providing valuable

insights into political dynamics.
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● Construct well-informed, evidence-based arguments within the realm of political

science. They will utilise the research skills and methodologies acquired to support their

perspectives, ensuring a solid foundation for engaging in academic discourse and

debates within the field.

5.2. Research methods in political science

Research methods in political science encompass the systematic techniques, approaches, and

tools employed to investigate, analyse, and comprehend political phenomena. Understanding

these methods is pivotal for any aspiring political scientist, as they facilitate a structured

exploration of political theories, behaviours, institutions, and policies.

Research methods in political science involve the systematic study and investigation of

political events, behaviours, and theories. It employs a range of qualitative and quantitative

methodologies to gather, analyse, and interpret data, enabling scholars to draw meaningful

conclusions about political processes, structures, and interactions. These methods serve as a

pathway to unravel the complexities of political dynamics and contribute to evidence-based

policymaking and informed academic discourse.

There are two main types of research methods in political science: Quantitative and
Qualitative.

● Quantitative research methods use numerical data to test hypotheses and draw

conclusions. Some common quantitative research methods include surveys,

experiments, and statistical analysis.
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● Qualitative research methods collect and analyse non-numerical data, such as

interviews, focus groups, and observations. Qualitative research methods are often

used to explore complex phenomena and to understand the perspectives of individuals

and groups.

Political scientists use both quantitative and qualitative research methods to study a wide

range of topics, including:

● Public opinion

● Political behaviour

● Political institutions

● Public policy

● International relations

Here are some examples of research methods in political science:

● Survey research: Surveys are a common way to collect data from large groups of

people. Surveys can be conducted in person, over the phone, or online.

● Experimental research: Experiments are used to test the effects of one variable on

another. For example, a political scientist might conduct an experiment to test whether a

certain type of campaign advertising is effective in persuading voters.

● Statistical analysis: Statistical analysis is used to identify patterns and trends in data.

For example, a political scientist might use statistical analysis to examine the

relationship between voter turnout and socioeconomic status.

● Interview research: Interviews are a way to collect in-depth data from individuals or

small groups. Interviews can be conducted in person, over the phone, or online.

● Focus group research: Focus groups are a way to collect data from small groups of

people about their opinions, attitudes, and experiences.

● Observational research: Observational research involves observing and recording the

behaviour of people or groups. For example, a political scientist might observe the

behaviour of voters at a polling place.

The choice of research method depends on the specific research question and the type of data

that is needed to answer the question. For example, if a political scientist is interested in
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studying the relationship between voter turnout and socioeconomic status, they might use a

quantitative research method such as statistical analysis. If a political scientist is interested in

understanding the perspectives of voters, they might use a qualitative research method such

as interview research.

Research methods in political science are essential for understanding the political world. By

using scientific methods, political scientists can collect and analyse data to answer important

research questions. This knowledge can be used to inform public policy and to improve our

understanding of democracy and governance.

5.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Questions 1-5

 1. What is the main objective of research methods in political science?

 A) To advocate for specific political ideologies

 B) To systematically investigate and comprehend political phenomena

 C) To promote partisan politics

 D) To analyse fictional political scenarios

 

 2. What distinguishes quantitative research methods from qualitative research

methods?

 A) Quantitative research uses non-numerical data, while qualitative research uses

numerical data.

 B) Quantitative research tests hypotheses using numerical data, while qualitative

research explores non-numerical data.

 C) Quantitative research is focused on public opinion, while qualitative research

examines political institutions.

 D) Quantitative research is more subjective compared to qualitative research.
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 3. Which of the following is an example of a qualitative research method in political

science?

 A) Survey research

 B) Experimental research

 C) Statistical analysis

 D) Interview research

 

 4. In which situation would a political scientist likely use statistical analysis as a research

method?

 A) To test the effects of campaign advertising on voters

 B) To collect in-depth data from individuals about their opinions

 C) To understand the behaviour of voters at a polling place

 D) To observe and record the behaviour of people or groups.

 

 5. When conducting research on public policy, which method would be the most

appropriate for collecting data from a large group of people?

 A) Survey research

 B) Interview research

 C) Focus group research

 D) Observational research

5.3. Data collection techniques
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Data collection techniques are the systematic methods and approaches employed to gather

information and evidence in the field of political science. These techniques play a fundamental

role in the research process, allowing political scientists to gather empirical data that forms the

basis for analysis, interpretation, and the generation of insights into political phenomena.

Data collection techniques in political science encompass a diverse range of methods used to

systematically collect information about political events, behaviours, policies, institutions, and

more. These methods can vary from structured surveys to in-depth interviews, observations,

content analysis, and archival research. The choice of technique depends on the research

question, the nature of the data needed, and the context of the study.

Essential Data Collection Techniques in Political Science

 1. Surveys and Questionnaires: Surveys involve collecting data from a specific

sample of respondents through structured questionnaires. This technique allows for the

collection of quantitative data, such as opinions, attitudes, and demographic

information, from a large group of individuals.

 

 2. Interviews: Interviews can be conducted in various forms, including face-to-face,

telephone, or online. They involve one-on-one or group interactions, enabling the

collection of qualitative data by probing and understanding participants' perspectives,

experiences, and beliefs.

 

 3. Observational Research: Observational research involves systematically observing

and recording behaviours, events, or phenomena in their natural settings. This

technique is valuable for understanding real-time political behaviours, interactions, and

decision-making processes.

 

 4. Content Analysis: Content analysis involves the systematic analysis of textual,

audio, or visual content, such as speeches, documents, media, or social media. It aims

to identify patterns, themes, and trends, providing insights into political discourse and

communication.

 

 5. Archival Research: Archival research involves gathering data from historical

records, public documents, official archives, and various repositories. This technique is
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vital for understanding the historical context and development of political systems,

policies, and events.

Data collection techniques are essential tools for political scientists, enabling them to gather

empirical evidence and insights to analyse and understand the complex world of politics. By

employing these diverse methods, researchers can derive valuable data that informs policy

decisions, contributes to academic discourse, and enhances our comprehension of political

dynamics and systems. Understanding and mastering these techniques are fundamental for

aspiring political scientists as they navigate the research landscape.

5.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. What is the primary objective of employing data collection techniques in political

science?

 A) To analyse historical events

 B) To gather information and evidence

 C) To promote political ideologies

 D) To conduct experiments

 

 2. Among the data collection techniques mentioned, which one is focused on

systematically observing and recording behaviours, events, or phenomena in real-time?

 A) Content analysis

 B) Observational research

 C) Archival research

 D) Surveys

 

 3. Which data collection technique is most suitable for analysing textual content, such

as speeches and media articles?

 A) Surveys
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 B) Interviews

 C) Content analysis

 D) Focus groups

 

 4. Archival research involves gathering data from ___________, providing a historical

perspective and understanding the development of political systems and events.

 A) Primary sources and historical documents

 B) Structured questionnaires

 C) Experiments and controlled settings

 D) Online surveys and question banks

 

 5. When analysing public opinion on a particular political issue, which data collection

technique would be most appropriate for collecting data from a large group of people?

 A) Observational research

 B) Surveys

 C) Content analysis

 D) Interviews

5.4. Data analysis and interpretation

Data analysis and interpretation are critical components of the research process in political

science. These processes involve making sense of collected data to draw meaningful

conclusions, identify patterns, and generate insights relevant to political phenomena.

Data analysis in political science refers to the systematic examination and evaluation of data

collected through various research methods. It involves organising, cleaning, processing, and
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scrutinising data to uncover trends, patterns, and relationships. Data interpretation, on the

other hand, involves assigning meaning and significance to the analysed data, providing

explanations, and offering insights into the research question or hypothesis.

Essential Aspects of Data Analysis and Interpretation

● Data Cleaning and Preparation: Before analysis, raw data often needs to be cleaned

and prepared. This process involves identifying and correcting errors, inconsistencies,

or outliers in the data. Properly cleaned data is essential for accurate analysis and

interpretation.

● Descriptive Analysis: Descriptive analysis involves summarising and presenting the

main features of the dataset. This includes measures of central tendency (mean,

median, mode), measures of variability (range, variance, standard deviation), and

visualisation (graphs, charts, tables).

● Inferential Analysis: Inferential analysis allows researchers to draw conclusions or

make inferences about a population based on a sample of data. Common inferential

techniques include hypothesis testing, t-tests, chi-square tests, and regression analysis.

● Qualitative Data Analysis: Qualitative data analysis involves analysing non-numerical

data such as text, images, or observations. Techniques like content analysis, thematic

analysis, and grounded theory help derive patterns and themes from qualitative data.

● Interpretation and Conclusion: Interpretation involves explaining the findings, drawing

connections between data and theories, and providing insights into the research

question. Researchers link their results back to the broader political context, supporting

or refuting their hypotheses.

Data analysis and interpretation in political science are crucial stages in the research process,

allowing scholars to derive meaningful insights and conclusions from collected data. By

employing appropriate methods and techniques, researchers can navigate the complexities of

political phenomena and contribute to a deeper understanding of the political world. Mastering
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these processes is fundamental for aspiring political scientists as they engage in rigorous

academic inquiry and contribute to the field.

5.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. What is the primary objective of data analysis in political science?

 A) To collect raw data for research

 B) To draw meaningful conclusions and insights from collected data

 C) To promote specific political ideologies

 D) To design research methodologies

 

 2. Which process involves summarising and presenting the main features of the

dataset?

 A) Data cleaning

 B) Descriptive analysis

 C) Inferential analysis

 D) Qualitative data analysis

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. ___________ is the process of analysing non-numerical data, such as text or

observations, to derive patterns and themes.

 

 4. Before analysis, raw data often needs to be ___________ and ___________ to

ensure accuracy in the analysis.

Essay

5. Explain the significance of inferential analysis in political science. Provide examples of

inferential analysis techniques and discuss how they contribute to understanding political

phenomena.
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5.5. Discussion Forum

"In the realm of political science, understanding the fundamentals of research is essential for

building a strong foundation in academic inquiry. As budding political scientists, let's discuss

the significance of basic political research. What are the key aspects and methodologies that

define basic political research, and how can mastering these principles help us analyse and

interpret political phenomena effectively? Share your thoughts on how basic political research

can be applied in real-world scenarios, and how it contributes to informed decision-making and

an enhanced understanding of the political landscape.

5.6. Summary of Unit

In this lesson, we delved into the foundational aspects of conducting research within the

domain of political science. We began by exploring 'Research Methods in Political Science,'

emphasising the systematic techniques and approaches employed to investigate, analyse, and

comprehend political phenomena. Understanding these methods was highlighted as pivotal for

aspiring political scientists, enabling a structured exploration of political theories, behaviours,

institutions, and policies. Students were introduced to the key types of research methods,

including qualitative and quantitative approaches, and the significance of employing a suitable

method based on the research question.

Subsequently, we explored 'Data Collection Techniques,' which are fundamental components

of research methods. Students gained insights into various methods like surveys, interviews,

observational research, content analysis, and archival research. Understanding these

techniques was emphasised as crucial for gathering empirical data to support analysis and

interpretation, paving the way for evidence-based policymaking and informed academic

discourse.

Finally, we examined 'Data Analysis and Interpretation,' focusing on the systematic

examination, evaluation, and assigning of meaning to collected data. Students were introduced

to essential aspects such as data cleaning and preparation, descriptive and inferential

analysis, qualitative data analysis, and drawing meaningful conclusions from the data. The
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importance of these processes in uncovering trends, patterns, and relationships to make

informed political inferences and draw valid conclusions was highlighted.

Overall, this lesson provided a foundational understanding of research methods, data

collection techniques, and data analysis and interpretation in political science. It equipped

students with the necessary knowledge and skills to embark on rigorous academic inquiry

within the field of political science.

5.7. Key Text

The Essentials of Political Analysis” (by Philip H. Pollock III, 2018

Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction” (by Michael K. Le Roy, 2018)

Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research” (by Gary King, Robert O.

Keohane, Sidney Verba, 1994)

Political Research: Methods and Practical Skills by Sandra Halperin and Oliver Heath
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6. STUDY UNIT 6:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Political Parties and Interest Groups

6.1. Introduction

In the intricate landscape of politics, two powerful entities play a crucial role in shaping

governance, policies, and public opinion: Political Parties and Interest Groups. This introductory

section sets the stage for our exploration into their dynamics. Political parties serve as the

backbone of the democratic process, representing diverse ideologies and providing a platform

for citizen engagement. On the other hand, interest groups advocate for specific causes,

mobilising support and influencing decision-makers. Understanding the interplay between these

entities is vital for comprehending the democratic fabric and the various forces that drive

political agendas. Join us as we delve deeper into the world of Political Parties and Interest

Groups, unravelling their roles, structures, strategies, and the profound impact they have on the

socio-political landscape.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental roles and significance

of political parties and interest groups within the democratic process. They will grasp the

functions, structures, and objectives of these entities in shaping governance, public

policies, and societal opinions.

● Critically analyse the strategies, interactions, and dynamics employed by political parties

and interest groups. They will evaluate how these entities mobilise support, influence

decision-making, and advocate for their agendas, fostering a nuanced understanding of

the political landscape.
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● Assess and articulate the impact of political parties and interest groups on democratic

systems. They will understand how these entities contribute to the democratic process,

representing various interests and fostering citizen engagement. Moreover, students will

analyse potential implications on governance, policy formulation, and societal progress.

6.2. Role and functions of political parties

Political parties are the cornerstone of democratic governance, playing a pivotal role in shaping

the political landscape of a nation. Their role encompasses an array of functions that influence

policy-making, represent citizen interests, and facilitate the functioning of democratic

institutions.

Political parties are organised groups of individuals sharing common political ideologies, beliefs,

and goals. Their primary role is to represent the interests of the public and compete for political

power through elections. The functions of political parties can be categorised into several key

aspects:

Essential Functions of Political Parties

 1. Representation and Expression of Public Will: Political parties act as

intermediaries between the government and the public, representing and expressing the

diverse views and interests of the populace. They formulate and articulate policies based

on public concerns, providing a channel for citizens to participate in the political process.
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 2. Formation of Government and Opposition: Political parties contest elections, and

those that secure the majority form the government, while others become the opposition.

This function is vital for the functioning of a democratic system, ensuring checks and

balances and fostering constructive debate and decision-making.

 

 3. Policy Formulation and Advocacy: Political parties develop policy platforms and

ideologies based on their core beliefs and values. They advocate for these policies and

ideologies to gain public support, aiming to implement them when in power, thereby

influencing the direction of governance and societal development.

 

 4. Mobilisation and Political Education: Parties mobilise citizens, encouraging political

participation, voter turnout, and activism. They also educate the public about various

political issues, ideologies, and electoral processes, empowering individuals to make

informed decisions.

 

 5. Recruitment and Socialization of Political Leaders: Political parties serve as

platforms for identifying, recruiting, and grooming political leaders. They provide

opportunities for aspiring leaders to gain experience, skills, and exposure, ensuring a

continuous pool of competent individuals engaged in public service.

 

Understanding the multifaceted role and functions of political parties is crucial for citizens and

scholars alike, as it offers insights into the mechanisms that drive democratic societies. Political

parties remain indispensable in shaping governance, policy formulation, and the democratic

process, playing a critical role in representing the will and aspirations of the people. Mastery of

these concepts is essential for students aspiring to engage in the study and practice of politics

and governance.

6.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise the question below:
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Question 1-5

 1. What is one of the essential functions of political parties?

 A) Representing the government to the public

 B) Advocating for specific policies based on public concerns

 C) Administering elections independently

 D) Overseeing judicial functions

 

 2. Which function of political parties contributes to a system of checks and balances in

democracy?

 A) Mobilisation and political education

 B) Policy formulation and advocacy

 C) Formation of government and opposition

 D) Recruitment and socialisation of political leaders

Fill in the Gaps:

 3. Political parties act as intermediaries between the government and the public,

representing and

 expressing the diverse views and interests of the populace. This role contributes to the

_________ and _________ functioning of a democratic system.

 
 4. One of the primary functions of political parties is the __________ of government and

opposition, ensuring a system of checks and balances within a democracy.

Essay

5. Describe and analyse the importance of political parties in representing public interests and

shaping policy agendas. Provide examples illustrating how political parties play a crucial role in

the democratic process.

6.3. Influence of interest groups on policy outcomes
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Interest groups are influential entities in the democratic process, representing specific

segments of society and advocating for particular causes. Their role in shaping policy outcomes

is a critical aspect of modern democracies. This explanation aims to provide a comprehensive

understanding of how interest groups influence policy outcomes.

Interest groups, also known as advocacy groups or pressure groups, are organised

associations of individuals or organisations that share common objectives and strive to

influence government policies and decisions. The influence of interest groups on policy

outcomes refers to their ability to shape, modify, or even block policy proposals, legislation, or

regulations, aligning them with their interests and preferences.

Direct influence

● Interest groups can directly influence policy outcomes by lobbying policymakers.

Lobbying involves contacting policymakers and providing them with information and

arguments in favour of or against a particular policy proposal. Interest groups may also

lobby policymakers by making campaign contributions or by organising grassroots

pressure campaigns.

Indirect influence

● Interest groups can also indirectly influence policy outcomes by shaping public opinion.

Interest groups can do this by running public service announcements, sponsoring

research, or organising protests and rallies. By shaping public opinion, interest groups

can put pressure on policymakers to adopt policies that they support.
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Here are some examples of the influence of interest groups on policy outcomes:

● The National Rifle Association (NRA) is a powerful interest group that advocates for gun

rights. The NRA has lobbied policymakers to oppose gun control measures, and it has

also shaped public opinion on gun control. As a result of the NRA's influence, gun

control measures have been difficult to pass in the United States

● The American Medical Association (AMA) is a powerful interest group that represents

physicians. The AMA has lobbied policymakers to support policies that benefit

physicians, such as Medicare reimbursement rates. The AMA has also shaped public

opinion on healthcare issues. As a result of the AMA's influence, policies that benefit

physicians have often been adopted by the US government.

● The environmental movement is a collection of interest groups that advocate for

environmental protection. Environmental interest groups have lobbied policymakers to

pass environmental regulations and to protect public lands. Environmental interest

groups have also shaped public opinion on environmental issues. As a result of the

environmental movement's influence, the US government has adopted a number of

environmental protection policies.

● The Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) is a powerful interest group that represents

workers. The NLC has lobbied policymakers to increase the minimum wage and to

improve working conditions. The NLC has also shaped public opinion on labour issues.

As a result of the NLC's influence, the Nigerian government has adopted a number of

policies that benefit workers.

● The Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN) is a powerful interest group that

represents manufacturers. MAN has lobbied policymakers to reduce tariffs on imported

raw materials and to improve infrastructure. MAN has also shaped public opinion on

industrialization issues. As a result of MAN's influence, the Nigerian government has

adopted a number of policies that benefit manufacturers.

● The Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are a group of interest groups that advocate for

a variety of causes, including democracy, human rights, and environmental protection.

CSOs have lobbied policymakers to pass laws that protect these causes. CSOs have
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also shaped public opinion on these issues. As a result of the CSOs' influence, the

Nigerian government has adopted a number of laws and policies that protect democracy,

human rights, and the environment.

Essential Aspects of Interest Group Influence

 1. Lobbying and Advocacy: Interest groups engage in lobbying activities, where they

communicate with policymakers, providing information, arguments, and proposals to

support their causes. They advocate for policy changes in their favour, influencing

decision-makers through persuasion and negotiation.

 

 2. Campaign Contributions and PACs: Interest groups often contribute to election

campaigns and establish Political Action Committees (PACs) to financially support

candidates who align with their interests. This financial influence can indirectly shape

policy outcomes as elected officials may feel indebted to these groups.

 

 3. Grassroots Mobilization and Public Awareness: Interest groups mobilise their

members and supporters to engage in grassroots activism, raising public awareness

about their cause. They organise protests, rallies, and campaigns to garner public

support, putting pressure on policymakers to consider their viewpoints.

 

 4. Litigation and Legal Strategies: Interest groups may employ legal strategies,

including filing lawsuits or amicus briefs, to influence policy outcomes through the

judiciary. Court decisions can significantly impact policy implementation and reform,

reflecting the influence of interest groups.

 

 5. Coalition Building and Alliances: Interest groups often form coalitions or alliances

with other organisations that share similar policy objectives. By pooling resources and

influence, these coalitions can exert greater pressure on policymakers and achieve

collective policy goals.

The influence of interest groups on policy outcomes is a complex and multifaceted aspect of

democratic governance. Understanding their tactics, strategies, and the various channels
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through which they wield influence is crucial for comprehending the dynamics of policy

formulation and implementation. Mastery of these concepts is essential for students aspiring to

engage in the study and practice of political science and public policy.

6.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise the question below:
Question 1-5

 1. Interest groups, also known as advocacy groups or pressure groups, are organised

associations that: A) Promote political apathy

 B) Share common objectives and strive to influence government policies

 C) Oppose democratic processes

 D) Exclude public opinion

 

 2. Direct influence of interest groups on policy outcomes involves:

 A) Shaping public opinion

 B) Lobbying policymakers and grassroots mobilisation

 C) Organising protests and rallies

 D) Sponsoring research initiatives

 3. Interest groups can directly influence policy outcomes through __________, which

involves providing information and arguments to policymakers.

 A) Legal strategies

 B) Grassroots mobilisation

 C) Campaign contributions

 D) Public awareness campaigns

 

 4. Indirect influence of interest groups is achieved by shaping __________, putting

pressure on policymakers to adopt policies that align with their interests.

 A) Public opinion

 B) Judicial decisions

 C) International policies
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 D) Economic regulations

 

 5. Interest groups often form coalitions or alliances with other organisations to:

 A) Reduce their influence

 B) Minimise public support

 C) Pool resources and achieve collective policy goals

 D) Isolate themselves from the policymaking process

6.4. Campaign strategies and political behaviour

Campaign strategies and political behaviour are fundamental elements that define the

democratic electoral process. Campaign strategies encompass a range of activities and

techniques adopted by candidates and parties to engage with voters, shape public opinion, and

ultimately secure electoral success. Concurrently, political behaviour refers to the actions,

attitudes, and decision-making processes of individuals within the political sphere. This

explanation aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of campaign strategies and

political behaviour, shedding light on their interdependence and influence in democratic

processes.

Campaign Strategies: Campaign strategies encompass a diverse array of methods and tactics

employed by political candidates and parties during electoral campaigns. These strategies are

devised to promote the candidate's image, communicate their policy stances, mobilise

supporters, and persuade undecided voters. Effective campaign strategies leverage mediums
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like mass media, social networks, rallies, and direct interactions to reach a broad audience and

convey the candidate's message.

Essential Aspects of Campaign Strategies

● Targeting and Segmentation: Campaigns segment the electorate based on

demographics, political affiliations, and preferences to tailor messages and strategies for

specific groups. Effective targeting ensures efficient resource allocation and increased

resonance with the audience.

● Media Engagement and Advertising: Media plays a vital role in modern campaigns.

Candidates utilise television, radio, social media, and other platforms for advertising,

interviews, and debates, aiming to capture voter attention and influence perceptions.

Political Behaviour: Political behaviour encompasses the actions, decisions, and

engagements of individuals within the political landscape. It encompasses various aspects,

including voting behaviour, political participation, public opinion formation, and activism.

Understanding political behaviour is crucial for comprehending how citizens influence and are

influenced by political processes.

Essential Aspects of Political Behavior

● Voting Behaviour: Voting behaviour examines the factors influencing voter choices,

including ideology, party affiliation, candidate characteristics, and policy preferences.

Understanding these factors helps predict voting patterns and electoral outcomes.

● Public Opinion and Political Socialisation: Public opinion refers to the aggregation of

individual attitudes and beliefs regarding political issues. Political socialisation, on the

other hand, is the process through which individuals acquire their political beliefs and

values, influenced by family, education, media, and societal norms.

Campaign strategies and political behaviour are deeply intertwined, shaping the democratic

fabric of nations. Effective campaign strategies, informed by an understanding of political

behaviour, seek to engage voters and influence their decisions. Mastery of these concepts is
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essential for students aspiring to engage in the study and practice of political science and

electoral processes.

6.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise the question below:
Question 1-5

 1. Campaign strategies involve:

 A) Methods to engage voters and shape public opinion

 B) Exclusively targeting a homogenous audience

 C) Only utilising social media for communication

 D) Ignoring the media in electoral campaigns

 

 2. What is a crucial aspect of political behaviour?

 A) Media engagement

 B) Voting behaviour

 C) Campaign segmentation

 D) Targeted advertising

Fill in the Gaps:

 3. Campaign strategies involve tailoring messages based on __________ and

__________ to effectively reach the target audience.

 

 4. Political behaviour encompasses various aspects such as voting behaviour, public

opinion formation, and __________.

Essay
5. Describe the role and significance of media engagement in modern campaign strategies.

Discuss how political candidates utilise different forms of media to connect with the electorate

and influence political behaviour.
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6.5. Discussion Forum

In democratic systems, political parties and interest groups play crucial roles in representing

various interests and influencing policy decisions. Let's explore and discuss the differences in

their structures, functions, and approaches to shaping governance. What are the distinctive

features of political parties and interest groups, and how do they impact the democratic

process? Can you provide examples of significant political parties and interest groups from your

country or globally? Lastly, let's delve into a discussion on how these entities influence

policy-making and public opinion, and how their roles evolve in response to societal changes

and technological advancements.

6.6. Summary of Unit

In this lesson, we explored the fundamental aspects of political dynamics focusing on political

parties, interest groups, and campaign strategies.

We began by understanding the critical role of political parties within a democratic system.

Political parties serve as essential vehicles for political participation, representation, and

governance. Their functions include articulating policies, mobilising voters, and providing a

platform for public engagement. Additionally, we analysed how parties contribute to government

formation, opposition representation, and maintaining checks and balances within a political

framework.

Next, we delved into the influence of interest groups on policy outcomes. Interest groups, often

organised around specific issues or sectors, have a substantial impact on policy formulation

and implementation. They employ strategies such as lobbying, advocacy, public awareness

campaigns, and coalition building to sway policy decisions. We examined case studies

highlighting how interest groups can directly and indirectly shape public opinion and influence

policies, thereby understanding their crucial role in the democratic process.
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Lastly, we explored campaign strategies and political behaviour. Campaign strategies are an

amalgamation of planned activities aimed at engaging voters, communicating policies, and

mobilising support. These encompass media engagement, targeted advertising, and grassroots

mobilisation. Simultaneously, we examined political behaviour, focusing on voting behaviour,

public opinion formation, and the role of media in shaping political choices. By understanding

these aspects, we gained insights into how campaign strategies are developed to align with

various political behaviours and attitudes, influencing electoral outcomes.

By comprehending the roles and interplay of political parties, interest groups, and campaign

strategies, students are better equipped to analyse political landscapes, appreciate the

democratic process, and critically engage with the political world around them.

6.7. Key Text

Campaigning in the Twenty-First Century 2nd Edition by Dennis W. Johnson

The Persuasive Power of Campaign Advertising” (by Travis N. Ridout and Michael M. Franz,

2011)

Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Oligarchical Tendencies of Modern Democracy” (by

Robert Michels, 1911)

Parties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analysis” (by Giovanni Sartori, 1976)
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7. STUDY UNIT 7:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic International Relations and Global Politics

7.1. Introduction

Welcome to the intriguing realm of International Relations and Global Politics! In this academic

journey, we will embark on an exploration of the intricate web of relationships, interactions, and

dynamics that shape the world's political landscape. International Relations, at its core, delves

into how nations and actors on the global stage navigate through diplomacy, conflicts,

cooperation, and the ever-evolving international system. Understanding this discipline is

paramount in comprehending the challenges and opportunities that define our interconnected

world. From analysing historical events to grasping contemporary crises, we will unravel the

complexities that govern nations' behaviours and decisions on the international platform. Get

ready to engage with various theories, case studies, and real-world scenarios, enabling you to

develop a critical and informed perspective on the complexities of global affairs. Welcome to the

fascinating realm of International Relations and Global Politics, where the world is our classroom!

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Gain a thorough grasp of the fundamental concepts, theories, and frameworks that govern

International Relations and Global Politics. Acquire knowledge about the historical

evolution, key actors, global institutions, and major events that have shaped the

international arena, allowing for a nuanced comprehension of the world's political

dynamics.

● Critical Analysis and Interpretation of Global Political Events: Develop the ability to

critically analyse and interpret global political events, conflicts, and cooperation through

the lens of International Relations theories. Evaluate the implications of various actions
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and policies on a global scale, discerning the underlying motivations, consequences, and

potential for peaceful resolutions in an ever-changing world.

● Effective Application of International Relations Theories: Apply theoretical frameworks and

analytical tools from International Relations to analyse and explain current global issues

and challenges. Engage in thoughtful discussions and debates, employing a solid

understanding of international relations theories to propose informed solutions and

policies for addressing contemporary global problems.

7.2. Key actors in global politics

In the realm of Global Politics, understanding the key actors is fundamental to deciphering the

complex dynamics that govern international relations. Key actors are entities, both state and

non-state, that significantly influence global affairs, policy-making, and the shaping of the

international system. This explanation aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of these

influential players, shedding light on their roles, motivations, and impact on the global stage.

1. State Actors: State actors are the traditional and primary participants in global politics.

Sovereign states, with defined territories and recognized governments, play a central role in

shaping international relations. They engage in diplomatic negotiations, treaties, and alliances,

and their actions are driven by national interests, security concerns, economic goals, and foreign

policy objectives. Notable state actors include major powers like the United States, China,

Russia, and regional powers that exert influence within specific geographic areas.
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2. International Organisations: International organisations (IOs) play a pivotal role in global

governance. They are entities formed by multiple states to facilitate cooperation and coordination

on various global issues. IOs such as the United Nations (UN), World Trade Organization (WTO),

World Health Organization (WHO), and International Monetary Fund (IMF) address a spectrum of

challenges, including peacekeeping, trade, health, and economic stability. State members

delegate authority to these organisations to collectively address common concerns and promote

international cooperation.

3. Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs): NGOs are non-profit, private organisations that

operate beyond the boundaries of states, advocating for specific causes and representing

various interests such as human rights, environmental protection, humanitarian aid, and

development. They often work in collaboration with international organisations, governments, and

communities to address global issues. NGOs like Amnesty International, Greenpeace, and

Doctors Without Borders are examples of influential non-state actors that actively participate in

shaping global policies.

4. Transnational Corporations (TNCs): TNCs are powerful economic entities that operate

across multiple nations, exerting substantial influence on the global political landscape. These

corporations transcend national borders, impacting trade, investment, technology transfer, and

employment. TNCs can influence policies by leveraging their economic clout and engaging with

governments and international bodies to shape regulations and trade agreements that align with

their interests.

5. International Non-State Actors: These actors include armed groups, rebel movements, and

terrorist organisations that operate internationally, challenging state authority and disrupting the

global order. Their actions often lead to conflicts, humanitarian crises, and complex security

challenges, necessitating international cooperation and coordination to address threats to peace

and stability.

Understanding the dynamics and roles of these key actors in global politics is critical for students

aspiring to engage in the study and practice of international relations. By analysing their

motivations, interactions, and impact on global affairs, students develop a comprehensive

understanding of the multifaceted world of international politics.
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7.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Here are some questions for you to practise:
Question 1-5

 1. Which of the following is a primary characteristic of state actors in global politics?

 A) They are primarily non-profit organisations.

 B) They operate beyond national boundaries.

 C) They are recognized entities with defined territories and governments.

 D) They exclusively address economic concerns.

 

 2. NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations) primarily operate for:

 A) Profit-making and economic development.

 B) Promoting environmental conservation.

 C) Advocating for human rights and humanitarian causes.

 D) Military interventions and peacekeeping operations.

 

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. __________ are private organisations that operate beyond state boundaries,

advocating for various causes such as __________ and __________.

 4. __________ are powerful economic entities that operate across multiple nations,

impacting areas such as trade, investment, and employment.

Essay

5. Discuss the roles and responsibilities of international organisations (IOs) in the realm of global

politics. Provide examples of prominent IOs and analyse their contributions to international

cooperation and governance.

7.3. Conflicts, cooperation, and diplomacy
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Understanding the dynamics of conflicts, cooperation, and diplomacy is fundamental to

comprehending the intricate tapestry of international relations and politics. These concepts

encapsulate the essence of interactions between states and other international actors. This

explanation aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of conflicts, cooperation, and

diplomacy, shedding light on their nature, mechanisms, and impact on the global stage.

1. Conflicts: Conflicts refer to disagreements, disputes, or clashes of interest between different

parties, often arising due to incompatible goals, values, or actions. These conflicts can manifest

at various levels, ranging from interpersonal and societal to international and global. Conflicts

may involve competition for resources, ideological differences, territorial disputes, or power

struggles. Understanding the root causes, escalation, resolution, and aftermath of conflicts is

crucial to promote peace, stability, and progress in international relations.

2. Cooperation: Cooperation refers to the act of individuals, states, or organisations working

together to achieve shared goals or outcomes that benefit all parties involved. In the realm of

international relations, cooperation is essential for addressing global challenges such as climate

change, terrorism, and public health. Effective cooperation requires building trust, negotiating

agreements, and fostering mutual understanding. International organisations often act as

facilitators of cooperation, providing platforms for dialogue and collaboration among nations.

3. Diplomacy: Diplomacy is a systematic and strategic approach to managing international

relations through negotiation, dialogue, and compromise. Diplomats represent their countries

and engage with other states, international organisations, and non-state actors to promote their

nation's interests and objectives. Diplomatic efforts aim to prevent conflicts, resolve disputes,

and enhance cooperation by fostering peaceful dialogue and understanding among nations.

Public diplomacy, track-two diplomacy, and multilateral diplomacy are different forms of

diplomatic engagement.
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Understanding conflicts, cooperation, and diplomacy provides a lens through which students can

analyse and comprehend the complex interactions that define global politics. From mitigating

conflicts to fostering collaboration, these concepts are foundational in promoting peaceful

coexistence and mutual progress in the international arena.

7.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Here are some questions for you to practise:
Question 1-5

1. What is the primary aim of diplomacy in international relations?

 A) To encourage conflicts and disagreements

 B) To facilitate peaceful negotiation and resolution

 C) To promote power struggles among nations

 D) To monopolise resources for one nation's benefit

 

 2. Conflicts in international relations can arise due to:

 A) Shared goals and objectives

 B) Compatible values and beliefs

 C) Incompatible interests and actions

 D) Effective communication and understanding

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. __________ refer to disagreements or disputes arising from incompatible __________,

values, or

 actions among different parties in international relations.

 4. __________ is essential for addressing global challenges and often requires building

trust, negotiating agreements, and fostering __________ among nations.

Essay
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5. Discuss the role of diplomacy in preventing conflicts and fostering cooperation in international

relations. Provide examples of successful diplomatic efforts and analyse their impact on global

peace and stability.

7.4. Global issues and their impact

Understanding global issues and their far-reaching impact is essential for anyone engaging in

the study of international relations and global politics. Global issues encompass a broad

spectrum of challenges and concerns that transcend national boundaries, affecting humanity on

a global scale. This explanation aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of global

issues, shedding light on their nature, significance, and the implications they pose for individuals,

societies, and the international community.

1. Definition of Global Issues: Global issues, also known as global challenges or global

problems, are critical concerns that affect people, societies, and the planet as a whole,

irrespective of their geographic location or national affiliation. These issues are complex,

interrelated, and multifaceted, often necessitating coordinated efforts and collaboration at the

international level for effective solutions. Global issues encompass areas such as climate

change, poverty, infectious diseases, conflict, human rights, migration, economic inequality,

environmental degradation, and more.

2. Impact of Global Issues: The impact of global issues is profound and pervasive, influencing

diverse aspects of human life, societies, economies, and the environment. They disrupt social

harmony, economic stability, public health, and ecological balance. The consequences can



Introduction to Political Science - PAD 102

include loss of life, displacement of communities, economic crises, degradation of ecosystems,

and exacerbation of inequalities. Additionally, global issues have political ramifications, affecting

diplomatic relations, international security, and the stability of nations and regions.

3. Addressing Global Issues: Addressing global issues requires a multifaceted approach

involving international cooperation, policy formulation, diplomacy, advocacy, and public

engagement. International organisations, governments, non-governmental organisations, civil

society, and individuals play pivotal roles in addressing these challenges. Collaborative efforts

are essential to develop and implement sustainable solutions, enact policy changes, raise

awareness, and mobilise resources to mitigate the impact of global issues.

4. The Role of Global Governance: Global governance mechanisms, including international

institutions like the United Nations (UN), World Health Organization (WHO), World Bank, and

regional organisations, play a crucial role in addressing global issues. They provide platforms for

negotiation, coordination, and collaboration among nations, facilitating collective action to tackle

challenges that transcend national borders. Effective global governance is fundamental to

achieving sustainable development and ensuring a better future for all.

Understanding global issues and their impact equips individuals and future policymakers with the

knowledge and tools to engage critically with the global challenges of our time. By analysing

these issues, exploring potential solutions, and advocating for positive change, students can

actively contribute to a more just, equitable, and sustainable world.

7.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Here are some questions for you to practise:
Question 1-5

 1. What characterises global issues?

 A) Their exclusive impact on a specific region

 B) Their interconnected and cross-border nature

 C) Their limited implications for the international community
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 D) Their sole dependence on local policies

 

 2. How do global issues impact societies and nations?

 A) By promoting social harmony and economic stability

 B) By causing minimal disruptions to everyday life

 C) By exerting influence only on specific groups within a society

 D) By affecting diverse aspects of human life, economies, and the environment

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. __________ encompass a broad spectrum of challenges that affect humanity on a

__________ scale, requiring international collaboration for effective solutions.

 4. Addressing global issues necessitates a multifaceted approach involving __________,

policy formulation, diplomacy, and active engagement from various stakeholders.

Essay

5. Choose a specific global issue (e.g., climate change, poverty, infectious diseases) and provide

an in-depth analysis of its impact on society, the environment, and the international community.

Discuss the roles of international organisations, governments, and civil society in addressing this

issue, and propose potential solutions to mitigate its impact.

7.5. Discussion Forum

In today's interconnected world, understanding international relations and global politics is crucial

for informed citizenship and effective governance. Discuss the significance of international

relations and global politics in shaping our world. How do global political dynamics influence daily

life, national policies, and global challenges? Share examples of recent international events or

policies that highlight the importance of nations working together on the global stage.

Additionally, how can a better understanding of international relations empower individuals to

contribute to a more peaceful and prosperous world? Consider both historical and contemporary

perspectives in your discussion.
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7.6. Summary of Unit

In this lesson, we delved into key aspects of global politics and dynamics, focusing on key actors,

conflicts, cooperation, diplomacy, and global issues and their far-reaching impact.

We began by exploring the various actors that play pivotal roles in the arena of global politics.

These actors include nation-states, international organisations, non-governmental organisations

(NGOs), multinational corporations, and individuals. Each entity possesses a unique sphere of

influence and power dynamics, contributing to the complex tapestry of global politics.

Next, we examined the triad of conflicts, cooperation, and diplomacy. Conflicts, arising from

differing interests or ideologies, have profound consequences on the global stage. Cooperation,

on the other hand, is crucial for tackling these conflicts and addressing pressing global

challenges. Diplomacy acts as a linchpin, facilitating dialogue and negotiations to resolve

conflicts and promote collaboration among nations.

Lastly, we discussed global issues that transcend borders and affect humanity at a global scale.

These encompass a wide array of challenges such as climate change, poverty, infectious

diseases, and economic inequalities. Their impact is far-reaching, disrupting societies,

economies, public health, and the environment. Addressing these issues necessitates

international cooperation, policy formulation, and engagement from multiple stakeholders.

By comprehending the roles of key actors, navigating conflicts, fostering cooperation, and

addressing global issues, individuals can better grasp the intricate dynamics of global politics.

This understanding equips them to engage effectively with the world, advocate for positive

change, and contribute towards a more harmonious and equitable global society.

7.7. Key Text

Held, D., & McGrew, A. (2019). Globalization/Anti-Globalization: Beyond the Great Divide. Polity.
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Nicolson, H. (2017). The Evolution of the Diplomatic Method. Routledge.

Goldstein, J. S., Pevehouse, J. C., & Wittkopf, E. R. (2016). International Relations. Pearson.

Baylis, J., Smith, S., & Owens, P. (2017). The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to

International Relations. Oxford University Press.

Mingst, K. A., & Arreguín-Toft, I. M. (2020). Essentials of International Relations. W. W. Norton &

Company.
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8. STUDY UNIT 8:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Ethical Dimensions of Political Decision-Making

8.1. Introduction:

In the realm of political governance and decision-making, ethics form a cornerstone, guiding the

actions and choices of individuals in positions of authority. The title at hand, "Ethical Dimensions of

Political Decision-Making," embarks on a profound exploration into the moral compass that steers

the conduct of political actors and policymakers. Ethics, the principles that define what is morally

right and wrong, permeate every facet of political endeavours, significantly influencing the

outcomes of policies and actions.

This journey through the ethical landscape of political decision-making entails an in-depth analysis

of the principles, theories, and dilemmas that govern the behaviour of political agents. As we

navigate this terrain, we will contemplate the implications of ethical considerations on the

formulation and execution of policies, and ultimately, on the welfare of societies and the global

community.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this week’s topic, you should be able to:

● Gain a comprehensive understanding of the ethical principles and theories that underpin

political decision-making, enabling a critical analysis of the moral dimensions influencing

political actions and policies.
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● Develop the ability to analyse and evaluate the ethical implications inherent in various

political decisions, policies, and actions, recognizing the potential impact on individuals,

communities, and broader society.

● Acquire the knowledge and skills to advocate for ethical governance and decision-making

within the political sphere, aiming to contribute to a more morally conscious and responsible

political environment that upholds the values of justice, fairness, and the greater good.

8.2. Ethics in politics and policy

Ethics in politics and policy refers to the application of moral principles and values in the

decision-making processes and actions undertaken by political actors, public servants, and

policymakers. It entails the conscious consideration of what is morally right, just, and fair when

formulating, implementing, and evaluating policies that affect individuals, communities, and

societies at large.

At its core, ethics in politics emphasises the importance of upholding fundamental values such as

integrity, honesty, transparency, accountability, and respect for human rights. These principles

guide political leaders and policymakers in making decisions that are in the best interests of the

public and align with the democratic ideals of equality, liberty, and social welfare.

Key Elements of Ethics in Politics and Policy:
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 1. Accountability and Transparency: Transparency and openness in political

decision-making and policy implementation are fundamental ethical principles. It involves

providing clear justifications for decisions and actions, as well as being accountable for their

consequences, fostering trust and legitimacy in the political process.

 

 2. Justice and Fairness: The ethical dimension of justice demands fair treatment and equal

opportunities for all members of society. Policies should aim to distribute resources and

benefits equitably, ensuring that no particular group or individual is unfairly advantaged or

disadvantaged.

 

 3. Respect for Human Rights: Respecting human rights is a fundamental ethical

consideration in policy formulation. Policies should be aligned with international human

rights standards, safeguarding the dignity, freedom, and well-being of every individual within

the jurisdiction.

 

 4. Integrity and Honesty: Upholding integrity and honesty in political actions and policy

decisions is imperative. Honesty entails providing accurate information to the public, while

integrity involves acting in alignment with ethical principles and maintaining a high standard

of conduct.

Theoretical Frameworks:

 Ethics in politics draws on various ethical theories, including:

● Utilitarianism: Evaluating actions based on their consequences and aiming for the greatest

good for the greatest number of people.

● Deontology: Emphasising the importance of following moral rules and principles regardless

of outcomes.

● Virtue Ethics: Focusing on the moral character and virtues of individuals, encouraging traits

like honesty, integrity, and fairness.
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Understanding ethics in politics and policy is vital for aspiring political scientists and policymakers,

enabling them to navigate the complex moral landscape of governance and contribute to a just and

ethical society.

8.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise these questions:
Question 1-5

 What is a fundamental ethical principle in politics and policy concerning decision-making?

 A) Autonomy

 B) Accountability

 C) Authoritarianism

 D) Anarchy

 

 Which ethical theory focuses on evaluating actions based on their consequences?

 A) Utilitarianism

 B) Deontology

 C) Virtue Ethics

 D) Egalitarianism

 
Fill in the Gaps:

 3. ____________ involves providing clear justifications for decisions and actions in politics

and policy.

 4. Upholding __________ and __________ is imperative in political actions and policy

decisions.

Essay
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5. Discuss the significance of transparency and accountability in the realm of politics and policy.

Provide examples of how these ethical principles can enhance the effectiveness and legitimacy of

political decision-making.

8.3. Moral dilemmas in political decision-making

Moral dilemmas in political decision-making refer to complex situations where policymakers or

political actors face conflicting ethical principles, making it challenging to determine the right course

of action. These situations often involve tensions between values such as justice, equality,

freedom, and the greater good. Resolving these dilemmas requires careful consideration of the

consequences and potential impacts on individuals, communities, and broader society.

In the realm of politics, decision-makers are entrusted with the responsibility of promoting the

well-being and interests of their constituents while upholding fundamental ethical values. However,

the competing demands of various stakeholders and the inherent complexities of governance often

lead to conflicting ethical imperatives. For instance, a policy aimed at promoting economic growth

may inadvertently lead to environmental degradation, presenting a moral conflict between

economic prosperity and environmental sustainability.

Key Aspects of Moral Dilemmas in Political Decision-Making:

● Value Conflicts: Moral dilemmas arise from conflicts between fundamental values. For

example, ensuring national security may conflict with protecting individual privacy, forcing

policymakers to weigh the importance of security against civil liberties.



Introduction to Political Science - PAD 102

● Unintended Consequences: Policies intended to address specific issues may have

unintended consequences that conflict with ethical considerations. Policymakers must

grapple with these unforeseen effects and navigate conflicting moral imperatives.

● Ethical Decision-Making Frameworks: Utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics are

frameworks often applied in addressing moral dilemmas. Utilitarianism focuses on

maximising overall happiness, deontology on adhering to moral rules, and virtue ethics on

fostering moral character.

Resolving Moral Dilemmas:

● Ethical Analysis and Deliberation: Policymakers engage in ethical analysis, assessing

potential actions based on ethical theories and principles to determine the most morally

justifiable course of action.

● Stakeholder Consultation: Engaging with diverse stakeholders to understand their

perspectives and concerns helps in making informed decisions that consider a broad

spectrum of ethical considerations.

Understanding moral dilemmas in political decision-making is essential for budding political

scientists as it equips them with the critical thinking skills needed to navigate complex ethical

landscapes. It enables them to approach governance with a nuanced understanding of ethical

principles, striving for decisions that balance competing values and uphold the greater good.

8.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise these questions:

Question 1-5
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 1. In the context of moral dilemmas in political decision-making, conflicts primarily arise

from:

 A) Conflicting ethical theories

 B) Conflicting fundamental values

 C) Lack of information

 D) Political pressure

 

 2. Which ethical framework focuses on maximising overall happiness and well-being?

 A) Utilitarianism

 B) Deontology

 C) Virtue Ethics

 D) Egalitarianism

 

 3. Moral dilemmas in political decision-making occur when there is a conflict between

___________.

 A) Values or principles

 B) Political parties

 C) Budget allocations

 D) Public opinion

 

 4. Policymakers navigate moral dilemmas through ethical analysis and __________.

 A) Deliberation

 B) Concealment

 C) Expediting decisions

 D) Ignoring the dilemmas

 

 5. When resolving moral dilemmas, engaging with diverse stakeholders helps in

__________.

 A) Understanding various perspectives

 B) Hiding potential conflicts

 C) Simplifying the dilemma

 D) Avoiding the dilemma entirely
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8.4. Case studies on ethical challenges in politics

Case studies on ethical challenges in politics are real-world examples of situations in which

politicians or political actors have faced difficult moral choices. These case studies can be used to

explore the ethical dilemmas that arise in politics, the different ways in which these dilemmas can

be resolved, and the consequences of different decisions.

Here are some examples of case studies on ethical challenges in politics:

● The Abu Ghraib torture scandal: In 2004, it was revealed that US soldiers at the Abu

Ghraib prison in Iraq had tortured and abused Iraqi prisoners. This scandal raised a number

of ethical questions, including whether it is ever justified to torture prisoners, even if they are

suspected of terrorism.

● The Watergate scandal: In 1972, President Richard Nixon and his aides ordered a break-in

at the Democratic National Committee headquarters. This scandal led to Nixon's resignation

and raised a number of ethical questions about the abuse of power.

● The Iran-Contra affair: In the 1980s, the Reagan administration secretly sold arms to Iran

in exchange for the release of American hostages held in Lebanon. The administration then

used the proceeds from the arms sales to fund the Contra rebels in Nicaragua. This affair

raised a number of ethical questions, including whether it is ever justified to lie to the public

and to break the law in order to achieve foreign policy goals.

● The Iraq War: In 2003, the US and its allies invaded Iraq, claiming that Iraq possessed

weapons of mass destruction. However, no such weapons were ever found. The war led to

the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians and raised a number of ethical

questions, including whether it is ever justified to go to war based on false pretences.
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● The use of drones in warfare: The US and other countries increasingly use drones to carry

out targeted killings of suspected terrorists. However, the use of drones has also led to the

deaths of innocent civilians. This has raised a number of ethical questions, including

whether the use of drones is justified and whether it is possible to use them with sufficient

precision to avoid civilian casualties.

● The Abacha looting scandal: General Sani Abacha, who ruled Nigeria from 1993 to 1998,

is estimated to have looted billions of dollars from the Nigerian treasury. This scandal raised

a number of ethical questions about the abuse of power and the impact of corruption on

development.

● The Niger Delta oil crisis: The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is home to the country's oil

wealth. However, the region has been plagued by poverty, environmental pollution, and

violence. This crisis has raised a number of ethical questions about the responsibility of the

government and the oil companies to the people of the Niger Delta.

● The Boko Haram insurgency: Boko Haram is an Islamic terrorist group that has been

active in Nigeria since 2009. The group has killed thousands of people and displaced

millions more. This insurgency has raised a number of ethical questions about the use of

force, the protection of human rights, and the role of religion in politics.

● The 2015 presidential election: The 2015 presidential election in Nigeria was closely

contested between Goodluck Jonathan and Muhammadu Buhari. There were allegations of

voter fraud and violence on both sides. This election raised a number of ethical questions

about the conduct of elections, the role of the media, and the importance of democracy.

● The EndSARS protests: The 2020 EndSARS protests were a series of demonstrations

against police brutality in Nigeria. The protests were met with a crackdown by the

government, which led to the deaths of dozens of protesters. This crackdown raised a

number of ethical questions about the role of the police, the use of force by the government,

and the protection of human rights.

Moral dilemmas are a common part of political decision-making. There are no easy answers to

these dilemmas, and different people will have different perspectives on how to resolve them. It is

important to weigh the different moral considerations involved and to make the decision that you

believe is most ethical.
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8.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Answer the following questions:

Question 1-5

 1. In the Abu Ghraib torture scandal, what ethical question was raised regarding the

treatment of prisoners?

 A) Whether it is justified to torture prisoners suspected of terrorism

 B) Whether prisoners should be relocated to other facilities

 C) Whether prisoners should be released without interrogation

 D) Whether prisoners should be denied medical treatment

 

 2. The Watergate scandal raised ethical questions primarily related to:

 A) Abuse of power

 B) Foreign policy decisions

 C) Election fraud

 D) Media manipulation

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. The Iran-Contra affair involved secretly selling arms to Iran to fund the Contra rebels in

________.

 4. The Iraq War, initiated in 2003, was justified by the claim that Iraq possessed ________.

 

Essay

5. Choose one of the case studies on ethical challenges in politics and discuss the dilemmas faced

by the political actors involved. Analyse the potential consequences of different decisions and

propose a course of action based on ethical considerations.

8.5. Discussion Forum
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Ethical Dimensions of Political Decision-Making

Imagine you are a policymaker facing a critical decision that involves a moral dilemma. Discuss the

factors you would consider in making an ethically sound decision. How would you balance the

various ethical dimensions, such as justice, human rights, utility, and fairness, in your

decision-making process? Provide a real or hypothetical scenario to illustrate your approach to

ethically navigating the decision. Engage with your peers' responses and critically evaluate their

considerations of ethical dimensions.

8.6. Summary of Unit

In today's lesson, we explored the fundamental concepts of ethics in politics and policy, delved into

the complexities of moral dilemmas in political decision-making, and analysed real-world scenarios

through case studies on ethical challenges in politics.

We began by understanding the ethical underpinnings that guide the behaviour of political actors

and policymakers. Ethics in politics involves principles and values that steer decisions, actions, and

policies to ensure fairness, justice, accountability, and the greater good of society. Policymakers

are tasked with making choices that align with ethical standards and uphold democratic principles.

The lesson proceeded to dissect moral dilemmas, which are inherent in political decision-making.

Moral dilemmas occur when conflicting principles or values present policymakers with challenging

choices. We acknowledged that navigating these dilemmas is intricate, requiring careful

consideration of various ethical dimensions, such as rights, consequences, duties, and virtues.

To contextualise and reinforce the understanding of ethics and moral dilemmas, we examined

significant case studies. These real-world examples shed light on the intricate ethical questions

that arise in the political sphere. From the Abu Ghraib torture scandal to the Boko Haram

insurgency and the EndSARS protests, we observed the complexity of ethical decisions and the

necessity for thorough ethical analysis in each case.
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By engaging with these topics, students have developed a deeper understanding of the critical role

ethics plays in shaping political decisions and policies. They are now equipped to critically evaluate

political actions, considering the ethical implications, and become informed and ethical participants

in the political landscape.

8.7. Key Text

Rawls, J. (2009). A Theory of Justice. Belknap Press.

Heywood, A. (2013). Political Ideologies: An Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan.

Beetham, D. (2013). Democracy: A Beginner's Guide. Oneworld Publications.

A Theory of Justice by John Rawls

Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill
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9. STUDY UNIT 9:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Contemporary Political Issues

9.1. Introduction

Welcome to the engaging exploration of "Contemporary Political Issues." In this course, we

embark on a journey through the complex and ever-evolving landscape of modern politics. As

the world rapidly transforms, so do the challenges and dynamics of political systems, policies,

and ideologies. This course is designed to provide you with a comprehensive understanding of

the pressing issues that shape our societies today. We will delve into topics that dominate

headlines, influence policy decisions, and spark global conversations. From climate change to

human rights, globalisation to technological advancements, this course will equip you with the

knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary to comprehend and engage with the

contemporary political issues that impact us all. Together, we will navigate the intricate web of

political affairs, striving to make sense of the world and its complex challenges. Let's embark

on this enlightening journey into the heart of contemporary political discourse.

Learning Outcomes for Week 9

By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Gain a deep comprehension of the major contemporary political issues that are

reshaping our world, encompassing topics such as climate change, globalisation,

technological advancements, human rights, and more. Develop insights into the

multifaceted nature of these challenges and their interconnectedness, enabling you to

critically analyse and contribute to ongoing discussions.
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● Learn to evaluate information, consider diverse perspectives, and discern the

implications of various political dynamics. Foster the ability to dissect policy implications,

assess potential solutions, and engage in constructive debates and discussions

regarding contemporary political concerns.

● Apply the acquired knowledge and analytical skills to real-world scenarios and

contemporary events. Understand how political theories, policies, and ideologies

manifest in the global arena. Develop the capacity to relate theoretical concepts to

practical situations, enabling you to interpret, analyse, and contribute to current political

dialogues and decisions.

9.2. Globalisation and its effects

Globalisation refers to the interconnectedness and interdependence of nations and peoples

across the globe, facilitated by advancements in communication, transportation, and

technology. It signifies the integration of economies, cultures, political systems, and societies

on an international scale. This phenomenon has significantly transformed the way countries

interact, trade, communicate, and conduct business.

Key Aspects of Globalization:

 1. Economic Integration: Globalisation has accelerated international trade and

investment. Nations now engage in a highly interconnected global market, where goods,

services, and capital flow across borders. Multinational corporations operate in multiple
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countries, contributing to the global economy. Free trade agreements, such as NAFTA

and the European Union, exemplify efforts to enhance economic integration.

 

 2. Cultural Exchange and Homogenization: Globalisation has led to the exchange of

cultural ideas, beliefs, and practices. Westernization is a common consequence, where

Western values and lifestyles become prevalent worldwide. This cultural

homogenization can diminish local traditions and languages, sparking debates on the

preservation of cultural diversity.

 

 3. Technological Advancements: Technological progress, particularly the internet and

communication technologies, has played a pivotal role in globalisation. It has facilitated

instant communication and data transfer globally, enabling businesses, governments,

and individuals to connect seamlessly across continents.

 

 4. Political Interconnectedness: Globalisation has altered the dynamics of

international relations and diplomacy. Countries collaborate on global issues such as

climate change, health pandemics, and terrorism. International organisations like the

United Nations and World Trade Organization serve as platforms for dialogue and

decision-making on a global scale.

Effects of Globalization:

 1. Economic Growth and Development: Globalisation has the potential to spur

economic growth by expanding market opportunities, attracting foreign investments, and

fostering competition. However, this growth is not evenly distributed, often resulting in

income disparities within and between countries.

 

 2. Cultural Homogenization vs. Cultural Hybridization: While globalisation can lead

to cultural homogenization, it also encourages cultural hybridization, where diverse

cultures influence and enrich each other. It is essential to strike a balance between

preserving unique cultural identities and embracing diversity.

 

 3. Environmental Impact: Globalisation has both positive and negative effects on the

environment. While it can promote sustainable practices and green technologies, it can
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also lead to environmental degradation due to increased production, transportation, and

resource consumption.

 

 4. Social and Political Dynamics: Globalisation affects societies by influencing social

norms, political ideologies, and the distribution of power. It can empower individuals

through access to information, but it can also exacerbate social inequalities and

challenge traditional political structures.

Understanding globalisation and its effects is crucial for navigating the modern world. It

presents a complex interplay of opportunities and challenges that necessitate informed policies

and a thoughtful approach to ensure equitable and sustainable global integration.

9.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. What does globalisation primarily refer to?

 A. Integration of economies only

 B. Interconnectedness and interdependence of nations and peoples

 C. Homogenization of cultures

 D. Technological advancements only

 

 2. Which of the following is an effect of globalisation on culture?

 A. Preservation of cultural diversity

 B. Cultural isolation

 C. Cultural homogenization

 D. Cultural stagnation

 

 3. In the context of globalisation, what does 'Westernization' mean?

 A. Influence of Western values and lifestyles worldwide

 B. Isolation from Western cultures
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 C. Preservation of traditional cultures

 D. Influence of Eastern cultures globally

Essay

4. Explain the impacts of globalisation on the environment, considering both positive and

negative effects. Provide examples to support your discussion.

5. Discuss how technological advancements, especially the internet and communication

technologies, have facilitated globalisation. Elaborate on their role in transforming how

businesses, governments, and individuals connect and interact on a global scale.

9.3. Climate change and environmental politics

Climate change, a critical facet of environmental politics, refers to the long-term alteration of

Earth's climate patterns, primarily caused by human activities like burning fossil fuels,

deforestation, and industrial processes. This alteration leads to various environmental impacts,

including global warming, extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and disruptions in

ecosystems.

Environmental politics involves the study and analysis of political systems, policies, and actors

concerning environmental issues. In the context of climate change, environmental politics

encompass the governance structures, policies, agreements, and international cooperation

mechanisms established to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Key Aspects:
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 1. Global Cooperation and Agreements: The fight against climate change requires

global cooperation. International agreements such as the Paris Agreement are pivotal.

The Paris Agreement aims to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius and

strives for efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees Celsius by reducing greenhouse gas

emissions.

 

 2. Policy Formulation and Implementation: Environmental politics involves

formulating policies to mitigate climate change. Policies may focus on renewable energy

promotion, carbon pricing, sustainable transportation, and conservation efforts. Effective

policy implementation is vital to achieve climate goals.

 

 3. Advocacy and Activism: Environmental politics includes the role of activists, NGOs,

and interest groups advocating for climate action. They mobilise public opinion, push for

policy changes, and hold governments and corporations accountable for their

environmental responsibilities.

 

 4. Technological Innovation: Addressing climate change necessitates technological

advancements in renewable energy, carbon capture, sustainable agriculture, and waste

management. Environmental politics plays a crucial role in encouraging and regulating

such innovations.

 

 5. Equity and Justice: Environmental politics often focuses on the equitable

distribution of climate impacts and resources. This includes considerations for

vulnerable communities disproportionately affected by climate change and efforts to

ensure a fair burden of climate action among nations.

9.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5
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 1. What is the primary cause of climate change according to the content?

 A) Industrialization

 B) Deforestation

 C) Fossil fuel burning

 D) Volcanic eruptions

 

 2. Which international agreement aims to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees

Celsius?

 A) Paris Agreement

 B) Kyoto Protocol

 C) Montreal Protocol

 D) Copenhagen Accord

 

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. Environmental politics involves the analysis of __________ systems, policies, and

actors concerning environmental issues.

 

 4. Effective policy __________ is crucial to achieve climate goals.

Essay

5. Explain the role of international agreements like the Paris Agreement in the global fight

against climate change. Discuss its significance and potential impacts.

9.4. Human rights and their challenges
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Human rights refer to the basic rights and freedoms that are inherently entitled to every

individual regardless of their nationality, race, gender, religion, or any other status. These rights

are considered essential for a life of dignity, respect, and equality. They encompass various

aspects of life, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

Fundamental characteristics of human rights include:

● Universal: Human rights are applicable to all individuals universally, without any

discrimination.

● Inalienable: Human rights cannot be taken away or surrendered. They are an integral

part of human beings and cannot be transferred.

● Indivisible: Human rights are interconnected and interdependent. Neglecting one right

can undermine the fulfilment of others.

● Interdependent: Different human rights often depend on each other to be fully realised.

For instance, the right to education is linked to the right to work.

● Non-Discrimination: Human rights cannot be denied based on race, gender, religion,

ethnicity, nationality, social or economic status, or any other status.

● Accountability and State Responsibility: States have the primary responsibility to

respect, protect, and fulfil human rights within their territories, and they can be held

accountable for violations.

Challenges Associated with Human Rights:

 1. Violations and Lack of Enforcement: Despite the existence of international human

rights instruments and mechanisms, violations of human rights persist globally.

Governments, non-state actors, and individuals often infringe upon these rights due to

various reasons such as political interests, discrimination, or lack of enforcement

mechanisms.

 

 2. Cultural Relativism: Different cultures have diverse perspectives on human rights,

often leading to clashes between universal human rights standards and cultural or

traditional practices. Balancing cultural sensitivity with upholding universal human rights

remains a challenge.

 



Introduction to Political Science - PAD 102

 3. Economic Inequality and Poverty: Economic disparities pose a significant obstacle

to the realisation of economic and social rights, including the right to adequate standard

of living, healthcare, education, and housing. Poverty limits access to these rights for

many individuals.

 

 4. Technological Advancements: While technology has brought numerous benefits, it

has also raised concerns about privacy, data protection, and digital rights. Balancing

technological advancements with the protection of human rights is an ongoing

challenge.

 

 5. Migration and Refugee Crises: Displacement due to conflict, persecution, and

environmental factors leads to a refugee crisis. Ensuring the protection of the human

rights of refugees, asylum-seekers, and migrants is a complex issue for nations and

international bodies.

 

 6. Emerging Threats: New threats to human rights are emerging, including climate

change, cyber warfare, and bioethical dilemmas. These challenges require the

adaptation and expansion of existing human rights frameworks.

 
 Understanding these challenges and finding effective solutions is crucial to fostering a

society where human rights are not only acknowledged but also respected and

protected.

9.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Practise the following questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which characteristic of human rights means they cannot be surrendered or taken

away?

 A) Universal

 B) Inalienable
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 C) Indivisible

 D) Interdependent

 

 2. What is a key challenge associated with human rights regarding economic and social

rights?

 A) Poverty and economic disparities

 B) Cultural relativism

 C) Digital rights

 D) Political interests

Fill in the Gaps:
 3. Human rights are _______ and cannot be denied based on factors such as race,

gender, or religion.

 4. _______ is a significant obstacle to the realisation of economic and social rights.

Essay

5. Discuss the concept of cultural relativism in the context of human rights. How can the clash

between cultural practices and universal human rights standards be addressed?

9.5. Discussion Forum

Contemporary Political Issues

Identify a contemporary political issue that you believe has a significant impact on society.

Discuss the various perspectives surrounding this issue and the potential implications it may

have on different segments of the population. How does this issue reflect broader political and

social trends? Additionally, propose possible approaches or solutions to address the

challenges associated with this contemporary political issue.

9.6. Summary of Unit
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In today's lesson, we delved into three critical topics shaping our contemporary world:

Globalisation and its effects, Climate Change and Environmental Politics, and Human Rights

and their Challenges. Globalisation, an intricate interplay of economic, cultural, technological,

and political integration on a global scale, was the first topic. We explored how it intensifies

economic interdependence, cultural exchange, and technological advancements while posing

challenges like inequality and cultural homogenization.

Moving on, we discussed Climate Change and Environmental Politics. Climate change, a

pressing global issue, is exacerbated by human activities. Environmental politics focuses on

policies and actions taken to address this crisis, involving international agreements,

sustainability efforts, and adaptation strategies. The lesson highlighted the need for collective

global action to mitigate the dire consequences of climate change.

Lastly, we examined Human Rights and their Challenges. Human rights, fundamental to every

individual, face numerous obstacles like discrimination, cultural relativism, and political

oppression. We emphasised the importance of defending these rights universally, considering

diverse cultural contexts. The lesson emphasised the significance of understanding and

addressing these challenges to ensure a just and equal world.

Overall, this lesson provided crucial insights into the complexities and interconnectedness of

globalisation, climate change, and human rights. Understanding these topics is vital for

informed citizenship and effective participation in addressing the contemporary challenges of

our world

9.7. Key Text
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10. STUDY UNIT 10:

Course Code PAD 103

Topic Applying Concepts from Political Science to Analyse

and Interpret Current Events and Political

Developments

10.1. Introduction

Welcome to the exciting journey of "Applying Concepts from Political Science to Analyze and

Interpret Current Events and Political Developments." In this course, we will embark on a

captivating exploration of how the principles and theories of political science come alive in the

dynamic world of current affairs. Political science isn't confined to textbooks and history; it's a

living, breathing entity that influences and is influenced by the events that unfold in our societies.

Throughout this course, we'll bridge the gap between academic knowledge and real-world

happenings. By employing fundamental concepts from political science, we will dissect and

interpret the political dynamics that shape our world. From local elections to global crises, we'll

decipher the underlying political forces and mechanisms at play. Understanding these events

through a political science lens equips us to engage in informed discussions, make insightful

analyses, and contribute meaningfully to the discourse of our times.

So, let's dive into this enriching expedition, where we blend theory with practice and witness the

power of political science in deciphering the complexities of our ever-evolving political landscape.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this week’s study, you should be able to:

● Demonstrate Proficiency in Applying Political Science Concepts: Students will be

able to apply key concepts and theories from political science to interpret and

analyse current events and political developments accurately. This includes
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understanding the dynamics of power, governance, ideologies, and institutions in

real-world contexts.

● Evaluate Contemporary Political Events Through a Critical Lens: Students will

develop the ability to critically evaluate and assess current political events by

utilising the analytical tools provided by political science. They will consider multiple

perspectives, identify biases, and form well-reasoned arguments based on a solid

understanding of political principles.

● Learn enhanced communicative and analytical Skills: Through analysing and

interpreting current events within the framework of political science, students will

significantly improve their communication and analytical skills. This includes

articulating their analyses effectively in both written and verbal forms, engaging in

informed discussions, and contributing to insightful interpretations of complex

political phenomena.

10.2. How to apply concepts from political science to analyse

and interpret current events and political developments

Understanding how political science concepts are applied to analyse and interpret current events

and political developments is pivotal for anyone aspiring to comprehend the world's intricate

political landscape. Political science, as an academic discipline, provides a rich toolkit of

theories, principles, and methodologies that enable a systematic and critical examination of the

events shaping our societies.
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Definition and Scope:

Applying concepts from political science to analyse and interpret current events involves utilising

the theoretical frameworks and empirical insights gained from the study of political phenomena.

This application allows for a deeper understanding of the motivations, impacts, and implications

of events in the political realm. It offers a structured approach to dissecting events, identifying

key players, power dynamics, ideological influences, and historical context.

Key Steps in Applying Political Science Concepts:

 1. Selecting the Relevant Political Concepts: Begin by identifying the appropriate

political science concepts relevant to the event or development under analysis. Concepts

could range from democracy, authoritarianism, power relations, governance structures,

political ideologies, to international relations theories.

 

 2. Contextualising the Event: Place the event within its historical, social, economic, and

cultural context. Analyse the antecedents and triggers that led to the event, considering

factors such as political movements, economic policies, societal changes, or international

relations.

 

 3. Applying Political Theories and Models: Utilise relevant political theories or models

to understand the event. For instance, if analysing a protest movement, concepts like

collective action theory or social movements may provide insights into the dynamics at

play.

 

 4. Examining Actors and Interests: Identify the key actors involved, their interests,

motivations, and power dynamics. This step includes governments, political parties,

interest groups, international organisations, or even individual influencers.

 

 5. Analysing Policy Implications: Evaluate the policy implications of the event or

development. How does this event influence existing policies, or what new policies might

emerge as a response? Consider the potential societal or global impacts.
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 6. Comparative Analysis: Compare the event with similar historical or contemporary

events. Drawing comparisons can shed light on patterns, deviations, or recurring themes

in political behaviour and outcomes.

Benefits of Applying Political Science Concepts:

● Informed Decision-making: Applying political science concepts enhances informed

decision-making for individuals, policymakers, or stakeholders by providing a structured

understanding of events.

● Critical Thinking and Debating Skills: It fosters critical thinking, analytical skills, and the

ability to engage in informed debates, crucial for a well-rounded understanding of complex

political scenarios.

● Policy Advocacy and Reform: Understanding the underlying concepts enables

individuals to advocate for policy reforms and changes based on a solid analytical

foundation.

The application of political science concepts to analyse and interpret current events is an

essential skill for anyone navigating the political realm. By employing relevant concepts and

theories, individuals can unravel the complexities of political developments, contributing to a

more informed and engaged citizenry.

10.2.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise these questions:
Question 1-5

 1. Which step is crucial in applying political science concepts to analyse current events?

 A) Selecting relevant economic concepts

B) Identifying the event's historical context

C) Utilising mathematical models

D) Analysing literary theories
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 2. What does the step 'Examining Actors and Interests' involve in analysing events using

political science concepts?

 A) Identifying key actors and their interests and motivations

B) Focusing on technological advancements related to the event

C) Analysing the linguistic aspects of the event

D) Evaluating environmental implications

 

 3. What is a key benefit of applying political science concepts in analysing current events?

 A) Enhancing creative writing skills

B) Fostering informed decision-making

C) Learning advanced mathematical techniques

D) Developing physical fitness

 

Fill in the Blanks:

 4. Comparative analysis helps to identify ____________ and recurring themes in political

behaviour and outcomes.

 5. Understanding the policy implications of an event is essential to evaluate how it

influences existing policies and potential ____________ impacts.

10.3. The importance of staying up-to-date on current events

Staying up-to-date on current events is a cornerstone of being an informed and engaged citizen,

particularly for those studying political science. Current events encompass a wide array of topics

such as politics, economics, social issues, international relations, environmental concerns, and
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more. This continuous awareness of what is happening in the world holds significant relevance

for several reasons.

 1. Informed Decision-Making: Keeping abreast of current events allows individuals to

make informed decisions in both personal and professional capacities. In the realm of

political science, informed decisions could involve casting an educated vote, advocating

for a particular policy, or participating in public discourse. A well-informed citizenry is

essential for a functioning democracy as it ensures that decisions are made based on

facts, evidence, and a comprehensive understanding of the issues at hand.

 

 2. Understanding the Political Landscape: The political landscape is dynamic and

subject to rapid changes. Knowledge of current events offers insights into the evolving

political climate, ideologies, power dynamics, and policy shifts. It provides a lens to

comprehend the motivations and actions of political actors, helping individuals anticipate

potential future developments and their implications. Without this understanding, it is

challenging to engage effectively in discussions, debates, or policy analyses.

 

 3. Enhanced Critical Thinking: Engaging with current events hones critical thinking

skills. It encourages individuals to evaluate multiple sources of information, discern

biases, and analyse the credibility and reliability of news outlets. Additionally, comparing

different perspectives on an issue fosters a broader understanding of complex topics and

cultivates analytical thinking, a fundamental skill for political scientists.

 

 4. Promoting Civic Engagement: Being aware of current events can spur civic

engagement. It motivates individuals to actively participate in the democratic process by

voting, engaging with elected officials, or joining advocacy groups. Understanding the

challenges and opportunities within a society helps citizens work collectively towards

positive change and progress.

 

 5. Global Awareness: In an increasingly interconnected world, knowledge of global

current events is crucial. Political, economic, and environmental issues often transcend

national borders. Understanding global events equips individuals with the perspective

needed to comprehend international relations, conflicts, and cooperation, which is
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especially relevant for political science students who often deal with global political

dynamics.

 

 6. Preparation for Future Careers: Many careers in the field of political science require a

deep understanding of current events. This knowledge is vital for journalists, policy

analysts, diplomats, researchers, and activists, among others. It not only aids in their work

but also positions them to contribute meaningfully to society.

 

In conclusion, staying informed about current events is indispensable for individuals aspiring to

make a positive impact on society. It cultivates an informed, engaged, and proactive citizenry,

aligning with the fundamental principles of democratic societies and the goals of a political

science education.

10.3.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise these questions:
Question 1-5

 Essay
1. Discuss the significance of staying informed about current events in the contemporary

world. Explain how being aware of ongoing political, economic, and social developments

can contribute to an individual's understanding of global affairs and decision-making.

 
 2. Elaborate on how staying updated on current events fosters critical thinking and

analytical skills. Provide examples of how analysing news from multiple sources can

enhance one's ability to evaluate information, identify biases, and form well-informed

opinions.

 
3. Explore the role of technology and media in facilitating access to current events.

Discuss how advancements in technology have influenced the way people consume news
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and its impact on the dissemination of information, public awareness, and social

discourse.

 
4. Discuss the ethical responsibilities associated with staying informed about current

events. Address the importance of seeking diverse perspectives and reliable sources, as

well as the implications of misinformation and disinformation on public opinion and

decision-making.

 
 5. Reflect on how being knowledgeable about current events can influence an individual's

civic engagement and participation in democratic processes. Discuss the responsibilities

citizens have in staying informed and how an informed populace contributes to a healthy

democracy.

10.4. The value of political science in understanding the world

around us

Political science, as an academic discipline, offers a profound understanding of the complexities

of societies, governments, political systems, and international relations. It is a multifaceted field

that delves into the study of political behaviour, institutions, ideologies, policies, and their impact

on the world we live in. By scrutinising the structures and dynamics of political systems, political

science helps unravel the mechanisms through which power is exercised, decisions are made,

and societies are governed.
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One of the foremost values of political science lies in its ability to explain and analyse political

phenomena. Through a rigorous and systematic approach, it investigates the behaviour of

individuals and groups within a political context. It delves into the motivations, interests, and

aspirations that shape political actions and decisions. Understanding these intricacies is

essential for comprehending societal dynamics and anticipating potential outcomes of political

actions.

Furthermore, political science is crucial for informed citizenship and effective participation in

democratic processes. It equips individuals with the knowledge and tools to critically assess

policies, evaluate political leaders, and engage in civic discourse. Informed citizens are the

foundation of a robust democracy, contributing to accountable governance and policy decisions

that align with the welfare and interests of the public.

Political science also sheds light on historical and contemporary global issues, including

conflicts, human rights, environmental concerns, economic inequalities, and technological

advancements. It provides valuable insights into the international stage, elucidating the role of

various actors, such as states, international organisations, and non-state actors, in shaping

global affairs. This understanding is indispensable for fostering cooperation, resolving conflicts,

and addressing pressing challenges that transcend national boundaries.

In conclusion, the value of political science in understanding the world around us cannot be

overstated. It offers a lens through which we can comprehend the intricate web of politics, power

dynamics, ideologies, and societal structures that influence our lives. Through the knowledge

gained in political science, individuals can engage with the world as informed citizens, capable of

contributing positively to their communities and societies.

10.4.1. Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

Do well to practise these questions:
Question 1-5

1. Discuss the role of informed citizenship in a democratic society and how political science

contributes to shaping informed citizens. Provide real-world examples to illustrate your

points.
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2. Explain how the study of political behaviour and motivations contributes to a deeper

understanding of political phenomena. Discuss the significance of understanding political

behaviour for effective policy-making and governance.

3. Elaborate on the multifaceted benefits of staying informed about current events and the

role it plays in enhancing one's understanding of politics and society. Provide examples to

support your discussion.

4. Analyse the impact of globalisation on modern societies, economies, cultures, and politics.

Discuss the opportunities and challenges it presents and the role political science plays in

comprehending and navigating these changes.

5. Examine the complexities and ethical dimensions associated with the global issue of

climate change from a political science perspective. Discuss the role of international

cooperation and policies in addressing this issue and the challenges faced in achieving

meaningful outcomes.

10.5. Discussion Forum

Imagine you are a political analyst tasked with analysing a recent significant political event.

Choose an event from the past year that you find particularly interesting. Apply at least two

concepts from political science that we've covered in class to analyse and interpret this event.

Discuss the insights gained through this analysis and how these concepts help in understanding

the event's political implications and potential outcomes."

10.6. Summary of Unit

In this lesson, we explored the dynamic relationship between political science concepts, current

events, and our understanding of the world. We began by delving into how political science

concepts can be effectively applied to analyse and interpret ongoing political developments. By
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employing concepts such as power, governance structures, ideologies, and institutions, students

learned to discern the intricate layers of contemporary political issues.

Next, we emphasised the vital significance of staying well-informed about current events.

Understanding the rapidly changing political landscape necessitates regular updates on unfolding

events. We discussed the role of media, academic sources, and various platforms that aid in

staying updated. Students were encouraged to recognize the correlation between being informed

and becoming adept political analysts.

Lastly, we delved into the broader value of political science in comprehending the world around

us. Political science, as an academic discipline, equips us with critical thinking skills and

analytical frameworks. It allows us to comprehend the complexities of society, governance, and

international relations. Students were encouraged to appreciate how a deeper understanding of

political science enriches our perspective and empowers us to engage meaningfully with the

world.

This lesson equipped students with both theoretical foundations and practical tools, preparing

them to apply their political science knowledge to interpret current events and appreciate the

profound impact of staying informed in our interconnected world.

This summary encapsulates the key learnings and objectives of the lesson regarding the

application of political science concepts, the importance of staying updated on current events,

and the broader value of political science in understanding the world.
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